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About the Book

Written between 1857 and 1858, the Grundrisse is the ﬁrst draft of Marx's critique of political economy and, thus, also the initial preparatory work on Capital. Despite its editorial vicissitudes and late publication, Grundrisse con​tains numerous reﬂections on matters that Marx did not develop elsewhere in his oeuvre and is therefore extremely important for an overall interpretation of his thought.
 
In this collection, various international experts in the ﬁeld, analysing the Grundrisse on the one-hundred-and-ﬁftieth anniversary of its composition, present a Marx in many ways radically different from the one who ﬁgures in the dominant currents of twentieth-century Marxism. The book demonstrates the relevance of the Grundrisse to an understanding of Capital and of Marx's theo​retical project as a whole, which, as is well known, remained uncompleted. It also highlights the continuing explanatory power of Marxian categories for contemporary society and its present contradictions. Musto's volume is divided into three parts. The ﬁrst consists of eight chapters on the main themes that emerge from a reading of the Grundrisse: method, value, alienation, surplus value, historical materialism, ecological contradictions, socialism, and a compar​ison between the Grundrisse and Capital. The second reconstructs the biograph​ical and theoretical context in which Marx wrote these manuscripts; while the third presents a full account of their dissemination and reception throughout the world.
 
With contributions from such scholars as Eric Hobsbawm, Moishe Postone, John Bellamy Foster, Ellen Meiksins Wood and Terrell Carver, and covering subject areas such as political economy, philosophy and Marxism, this book is likely to become required reading for serious scholars of Marx across the world. 
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Reviews

"The present collective volume appears at a time when Marxist parties and move​ments are only rarely signiﬁcant actors on the global scene and when debates about their doctrines, strategies, methods and objectives are no longer the inevitable framework of debates about the writings of Marx, Engels and their followers. And yet it also appears at a time when the world appears to demon​strate the perspicacity of Marx's insight into the economic modus operandi of the capitalist system. Perhaps this is the right moment to return to a study of the Grundrisse less constricted by the temporary considerations of leftwing politics between Nikita Khrushchev's denunciation of Stalin and the fall of Mikhail Gor​bachev. It is an enormously difﬁcult text in every respect, but also an enor​mously rewarding one, if only because it provides the only guide to the full range of the treatise of which Capital is only a fraction, and a unique introduc​tion to the methodology of the mature Marx. It contains analyses and insights, for instance about technology, that take Marx's treatment of capitalism far beyond the nineteenth century, into the era of a society where production no longer requires mass labour, of automation, the potential of leisure, and the transformations of alienation in such circumstances. It is the only text that goes some way beyond Marx's own hints of the communist future in the German Ideology. In a few words, it has been rightly described as Marx's thought at its richest. 
This collection is divided into three parts. The ﬁrst is made up of eight chap​ters which interpret the main themes (method, value, alienation, surplus value, historical materialism, ecological contradictions, socialism, and a comparison between the Grundrisse and the Capital) coming from reading the Grundrisse. The second reconstructs the intellectual biography of its author between 1857 and 1858. The third, ﬁnally, presents a complete and rigorous account of the dis​semination and the reception of this Marx's work throughout the world. 
In short, this volume makes a successful attempt both to display some of the riches of Grundrisse and to place its origin fortunes in their international setting". 
Eric Hobsbawm 
 
"This volume promises to be required reading for all serious students of Marx".
Simon Clarke (University of Warwick, UK)
