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This unique textbook provides a comprehensive critical analysis of modern theories, concepts and effects relating to transnational corporations and international production. Its user-friendly presentation includes boxes to highlight key concepts as well as suggestions for further reading.

Bringing together wide-ranging research literature on TNCs for the first time, the book will be invaluable to post graduate and advanced undergraduate students of a variety of disciplines including business/international business, economics, international relations, and development studies. Lecturers and researchers wishing to familiarize themselves with the theoretical developments of the subject will also find the book of enormous interest. 

Endorsements

‘This book provides a truly excellent span and yet depth of coverage of alternative theories and perspectives on transnational corporations (TNCs) and their effects on countries. In recent years the international business literature has tended to diverge from the earlier economic-based theories of the TNC, towards on the one hand the management and strategy of the TNC, and on the other the political economy of globalization. This splendid book brings these three strands back together again in a coherent way. It should be a compulsory text for anyone teaching in these fields, and essential reading for any postgraduate student or scholar starting out in this area.’

– John Cantwell, Rutgers University, US and University of Reading, UK  

‘A most imaginative and carefully crafted textbook on the determinants and effects of MNE activity. A really excellent introduction to the subject. It deserves to be widely read by both undergraduates and graduate students taking courses in international economics and business.’

– John H. Dunning, University of Reading, UK and Rutgers University, US

‘Although globalisation has stimulated competition in the world economy, significant market power remains in the hands of transnational corporations; particularly in software, pharmaceuticals and other high-technology industries. The rapid rise of transnationals in the second half of the twentieth century provoked a wealth of research. This book provides an admirably concise yet comprehensive account of the role of transnationals in the global economy, based on this research. It stands alone as the most authoritative and up-to-date survey of theory, evidence and policy in this field.’

– Mark Casson, University of Reading, UK

‘Professor Grazia Ietto-Gillies has produced an extremely useful account of the economic and business aspects of multinational production. It is particularly useful to have previous work summarised and reported, with the development of theories and analysis over time described and discussed. This book will be invaluable for courses on international business.’

– Jonathan Michie, Birmingham Business School, UK
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