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1) From Associative Economics Monthly Jan 06, Editorial

This month we explore the debate on the current state of economics as a discipline, looking both at its methodology and at how and by whom it is 

represented. The main article by Arthur Edwards, Broadening the Base, outlines a range of current critiques from established academic economists and 

also airs the concerns of those without the entrenched orthodoxy, who advocate a pluralistic approach, this survey is then extended to consider the 

origin of economics.

In Clear Thinking is Our Only Guide, Christopher Houghton Budd emphasises the need to think clearly, but also, lest old ideas get in the way and 

money become a matter of wizardy, to do so carefully such that one can then understand the deeper role of money in history: ‘Monetary matters either 

conceal or reveal, calling on us to foreswear concealment in favour of transparency.’ 

Central to this issue is the status of economics as a science. How valid is the analogy of economics to physical science and, if not those of nature, 

what laws come into play? This question, put today with increasing frequency, was comprehensively handled by Rudolf Steiner in 1922. In Economics 

needs Mobile Thinking certain of his observations are reproduced in which he outlines his view of what a true science of economics entails.

In a text from the 1930s, which predates today’s growing awareness that humanity lives on one planet, W J Stein draws attention to the need in a 

global economy to go beyond individualism; while Simon Blaxland de Lange reminds us of Owen Barfield’s idea of Economic England through which, by 

bringing associations into being, a genuine step towards internationalism could be taken. In Acountant’s Corner, D’Arcy MacKenzie points out that the 

true nature of accounting is only revealed when one begins to see through one’s emotional associations with debits and credits to the activities and 

relationships they represent.

2) Events 

IN LONDON:

From Gold to Golden Rule

A seminar in conjunction with the Network Project, London School of Economics, England 

18 February, 2006

Contact: arthur@talkingeconomics.com, 01452 810764

The Metamorphosis of Capitalism -  An introductory course in associative economics. Fridays, 2 - 5 pm, booking only (Venue and dates below)

3x3x3 -  An opportunity to study Rudolf Steiner's Economics Course (Come occasionally or sign for the whole course) Fridays, 7.15 - 9.15 pm  (Venue 

and dates below)

Rudolf Steiner House, 35 Park Road, NW1 6XT London

 17 Feb, 10 Mar 2006

28 Apr, 19 May, 9 Jun 2006

IN STROUD, UK:

Talking Economics Evenings -  Star Anise Arts Café, Stroud, UK 

Mondays 7-9pm

Debt and Human Development - 6 Feb

Whither Fair Trade? - 6 Mar

The Trial of Taxation. - 3 Apr       

Time for a World Currency? - 8 May

For details of above events: info@talkingeconomics.com 01452 810764

IN BERLIN:

Initiative = Entrepreneur = Capital, Lecture and workshop

25 & 26 February, 2006 - Forum Kreuzberg, Berlin, Germany

For details contact Benjamin Kolass:

benjamin@youthsection.org

Tel: 0041 179 498 23 98

IN DORNACH, SWITZERLAND:

Events at the Goetheanum, Dornach, Basel, Switzerland, January – June 2006:

Lectures: Thursdays: 8.00-9.30pm, Goetheanum

Embodying change: The role of corporations - 23 February

Too much loan money… Understanding the financial markets - 16 March

Ethical financialism: Modern finance as a mirror of ourselves - 11 May 

Rudolf Steiner’s True Price: The key to transforming modern economic life - 1 June 

Beyond competition: The prospects for associative economics today - 29 June

Workshops: Fridays: 9.00–12.00 am, Conference Room, Youth Section House

 24th February, 17th March,12th May, 2nd June, 30th June 2006

For further details contact: Email: economics@goetheanum.org / Tel: Christopher Houghton Budd (0044 1227 738207) / Jesse Osmer 061 706 4391

IN TORONTO, CANADA

New Ground - A fresh look at the economics of farming, Rudolf Steiner Center

10-12 February, 2006 - Toronto Waldorf School, Thornhill, Toronto

Themes: Husbanding the land / Valuing the farmer. The farmer between land and credit. Towards true prices. Farming in an associative economy - 

groundwork for social renewal. In the field with consumers, educators, activists and farmers

A conference sponsored by the Society for Biodynamic Farming and Gardening in Ontario. Details from: www.biodynamics.on.ca/events.htm

3)  Initiative = Entrepreneur = Capital - A Seminar in Berlin  

Details online - http://www.talkingeconomics.com/CHBudd_Berlin_Febr06.pdf
Initiative = Unternehmer= Kapital

Initiativen entstehen durch Menschen, die etwas unternehmen. Unter-Nehmen brauchen Kapital. – Wie begegnen sich Initiative und Kapital?

In seinen Ausführungen zur Ökonomie entwickelt Rudolf Steiner drei Geldarten, die einen geschlossenen Kreislauf der Weltwirtschaft, ohne Antagonismen 

wie Arm und Reich, Entwicklungs- und Industrienationen usw. ermöglichen. Sie treten – bewusst oder unbewusst – in jedem Moment auf, in dem Geld 

zwischen natürlichen oder juristischen Personen fliesst, bestimmen in unterschiedlicher Weise die Art der Beziehung und haben Einfluss auf die 

Entwicklung und Gestalt einer Initiative. Was sind die Eigenschaften der drei Geldarten? Wie kann ich sie im Geldkreislauf wahrnehmen und sinnvoll 

mit ihnen arbeiten? Welche Arten des Geldes sind wann für meine Initiative hilfreich und erforderlich? Wie setze ich sie jeweils ein und wie wirken 

sie? Welche Folgen hat das für die Gestaltung der Rechtsform? Wie kann mein Beitrag zur Initiative anderer Menschen und zur Gesellschaft finanziert 

werden? Wie kann überflüssiges Kapital sinnvoll, wirksam und mit Vertrauen in das Potential einer neuen Initiative eingesetzt werden?

Information und Anmeldung zum Seminar: Benjamin Kolass · Telefon 0179 498 23 98 · benjamin@youthsection.org, Vortrag 12.-/6.- Euro, in englisch, 

Übersetzung bei Bedarf , Seminar 60.-/40.- Euro, deutsch und englisch, Übersetzung bei Bedarf, Anmeldung erbeten

4)  From Gold to Golden Rule - Citizenised Central Banking 

A Network Project Seminar, Saturday pm, 18 February, 2006

Details to be finalised, check website or call 01452 810764

Monetary policy is normally considered the responsibility of government. By putting itself above the fray it aims to take a global view on behalf of 

its citizens. Yet this idea rests on the image of a central monetary authority striking one note to suit a diversity of needs. Moreover, the 

phenomenon of global financial markets now plays such a role as to overshadow the capacity of nation states to call the shots in finance. What does 

the appearance of this phenomenon, through the course of the 20th century, indicate? Do the markets know better than human beings? Or is it now the 

task of each individual to take hold of economic life by enacting micro monetary policy? This would involve preferring the 'light' of accounting to 

the 'might' of the market and its effect would be to bring balance into the global economy.

-- 

'Associative Economics Monthly',  is available at www.cfae.biz/publications

The associative approach to economics is based on the idea that economic life is the shared responsibility of every human being. Talking Economics is 

about making this responsibility conscious and finding ways to give it effect. www.talkingeconomics.com-- 

www.talkingeconomics.co.uk

The Centre for Associative Economics, Forge House, The Green, Chartham, 

Canterbury, CT4 7JW, 01227 738207

