The International Confederation of Associations for Pluralism in Economics (ICAPE) announces its second international conference:

“Economic Pluralism for the 21st Century”

June 1-3, 2007

University of Utah (Salt Lake City, Utah, USA)

Economic science and policy in the latter half of the 20th century were framed by a meta-economic monism.  Despite the multiplicity of contending perspectives and schools of thought that comprised professional economics throughout the Cold War period, leading thinkers in each school tended to share the same basic assumptions about the nature of knowledge, reality, and political/economic action, assuming that there was (or should be) a single, objectively correct set of concepts and methods for producing economic knowledge and, similarly, one best way to organize local, national, and international economic systems.  In contrast, economics in the 21st century has already taken a decidedly pluralist turn, spurred in part by the struggles of economists – orthodox and heterodox – to increase the relevance of economic theory, policy, and education in a world of necessarily mixed economies where no single theoretical tradition or institutional structure (capitalism, socialism, communism, neoclassicism, Keynesianism, Marxism, or any other “ism,” including pluralism) can reasonably claim to hold “the key” to human betterment.

ICAPE and the organizers of “Economic Pluralism for the 21st Century” invite proposals for papers that will collectively enhance the intellectual diversity of economic discourse, as well as the usefulness of economics in promoting human freedom and flourishing.  A partial listing of possible tracks and topics includes:

Economic theory and policy 
History and philosophy of economics

Economic institutions, past and present (e.g., varieties of capitalism, alternatives to capitalism)
Economic education

Encounters with neighboring disciplines
Economics outside academia

Panels will be organized around thematic topics, with an eye to encouraging dialogue among authors whose papers address similar issues from different points of view.  In this fashion, we hope to promote critical engagement and mutual learning among conference participants.  

In all, we hope that this conference will renew the positive spirit of inclusiveness and engagement that emerged at the 2003 ICAPE conference (“The Future of Heterodox Economics”) at the University of Missouri, Kansas City, and help us to create a space – within the beautiful spaces of Salt Lake City and the University of Utah – to collaboratively enact, examine, criticize, rethink, and advance the notion of economic pluralism as it concretely pertains to economic scholarship, education, government policy, and institutional reform.  A secondary goal of the conference is to generate publishable inter-paradigm panel discussions that might serve as educational resources for future generations of undergraduate, graduate, and postgraduate economics students.

Submission of proposals

All paper and panel proposals should be submitted to Rob Garnett at r.garnett@tcu.edu, or by post to:

Rob Garnett

Department of Economics

Box 298510

Texas Christian University

Fort Worth, TX 76129

Proposal deadline: January 15, 2007

Notification deadline: February 15, 2007






For individual paper proposals, please include the following:

Paper title 

Brief abstract (200-250 words) 

Your name and contact addresses (including institutional affiliation)

For panel proposals (3-4 papers), please include:

Panel title

Brief description of the panel’s focus

Brief abstract (200-250 words) for each paper 

Each panelist’s name and contact addresses (including institutional affiliations)

When submitting a panel proposal, you are encouraged (but not required) to designate a session chair.  Also, you are encouraged to propose a format for your session, including non-traditional formats such as roundtables, workshops, or presenter/audience dialogues.

Conference fees and registration

The conference will be held over three days, beginning on Friday morning, June 1, 2007, and ending midday on Sunday, June 3.

The conference fee covers Friday and Saturday lunches, a conference dinner Friday evening, tea/coffee breaks throughout the conference, and all printed conference materials.

Between now and April 1, 2007, the fee structure will be:

Regular rate: $150

Low-income rate (for graduate students, underemployed Ph.D.s, and others): $75

After April 1, 2007, the fee structure will be:

Regular rate: $175

Low-income rate: $75

Contact information

For further information about the conference or about ICAPE itself, please contact Rob Garnett (r.garnett@tcu.edu) or other members of the conference organizing committee:

Al Campbell (al@economics.utah.edu)

Wilfred Dolfsma (Dolfsma@nias.knaw.nl)

Edward Fullbrook (edward.fullbrook@btinternet.com)

Neva Goodwin (neva.goodwin@tufts.edu)

John Henry (henryjf@umkc.edu)

Mary King (kingm@pdx.edu)

Fred Lee (leefs@umkc.edu)

Judith Mehta (judith.mehta@ntlworld.com)

Erik Olsen (olsenek@umkc.edu)

Martha Starr (mstarr@american.edu)

