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------------------------------- 
How do we explain the increasing militarization of US foreign policy? And why is America losing the moral compass it held not long ago? 

Critics of these ominous trends have identified a number of culprits: big oil, the cabal of neoconservatives, the Israeli lobby, the cultural or attitudinal fascination of the United States with military might as a sign of national greatness, and George W. Bush’s desire to be a war president. 

Without denying the contributory role of these factors, Hossein-zadeh explores the bigger but largely submerged picture: the economics or profit-driven forces of war and militarism. By highlighting the critical influence of powerful special economic interests over the dynamics of U.S. military spending, the study examines the escalating Pentagon appropriations of taxpayers money as a roundabout way of cutting social spending, as a subtle strategy to reverse the New Deal and other social safety net programs, and as a regulatory mechanism to redistribute national income in favor of the wealthy—especially of the influential beneficiaries of war dividends. 

The study is unique not only for its examination of the factors and forces that have been directly behind the U.S. drive to war and militarism, but also for its careful analysis of a series of closely related topics: the roots of the conflict between the Muslim world and the West; the rise of religious fundamentalism, both Islamic and Judeo-Christian, and its impact on the escalation of war and militarism; the theory of “the clash of civilizations” and its implications for the strategy of “preemptive wars;” the 9/11 attacks, global terrorism, and their impact on the U.S. drive to war and military expansion; and more.
PRAISES FOR THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF U.S. MILITARISM: 
■ "Ismael Hossein-zadeh's penetrating analysis of the role of the military-industrial complex in driving U.S. foreign policy and rearranging domestic priorities could not be more timely. With U.S. military spending at levels higher than the peak years of the Vietnam War, Hossein-zadeh provides the most cogent explanation yet of how we got to this point." (William D. Hartung, Senior Research Fellow, World Policy Institute) 
■ “Writing in a scholarly but accessible manner, Ismael Hossein-zadeh provides an impressive overview of policy trends, their historical background and their political and economic influences.  In examining the recent tendencies towards war and militaristic responses to foreign policy issues, the author looks past the now dominant neo-conservative justifications, focusing on the powerful interests that lie beneath." (David Gold, Associate Professor, International Affairs Program, The New School)
■ “Hossein-zadeh offers us an economic interpretation of militarism that should be added to our national debate.” (James L. Romig Albee Professor, Drake University)
■ “Hossein-zadeh reveals how budgetary militarism is defeating the New Deal, even as it musters a long term assault on the Bill of Rights and other foundations of American democracy. The Political Economy of U.S. Militarism is a must-read for patriots concerned about the future of the United States." (Grant F. Smith, Director of Institute for Research, Middle Eastern Policy) 

■ "Ismael Hossein-zadeh has produced an original and powerful synthesis of previous explanations of contemporary U.S. militarism. He locates the relevant economic, political, and ideological forces within a power-elite military-industrial complex framework. By steering past the twin dangers of conspiracy theory and economic reductionism, this framework clearly reveals the parasitic, class-biased, and systemic character of the Bush administration’s unilateralism." (Paul Burkett, Professor of Economics, Indiana State University)
■ “Professor Hossein-zadeh's scholarly yet eminently readable text truly is a "must-read" for anyone who wants a convincing explanation for the wide gap that has arisen between America and much of the world and why our present imperial foreign policy relentlessly seeks to impose American-style capitalism on the rest of the world.” (Frank J. Messmann, Ph.D. [ret.], State University of New York)
■ “I loved it. It's packed with explicit information on the tight relationship and revolving door between war profiteers and government officials--they're often one and the same--naming names and providing dollar amounts and sources of information. When you study this book, you will gain an understanding of what motivates the neocons to start wars. Money makes the world go around: you will learn a great deal about why the current US administration bombed Afghanistan, then Iraq, and now appears to be aimed at Iran. . . . I'm a writer and use this book as a reference.” (L. E Lenius (Minneapolis, MN)

■ “The Political Economy of U.S. Militarism offers much food for thought for anyone concerned with the destructive bent of recent U.S. foreign policy. Although it appears as an academic book, it is equally appealing and accessible to informed general public interested in learning about the forces behind the militarization of U.S. foreign policy.” (Kamran Nayeri, Ph.D., Survey Research Center, University of California, Berkeley)

CONTENTS: Introduction * The Military-Industrial Giant: An Empire in Itself * Imperial Militarisms: Past and Present * The Rise of U.S. Militarism * Inventing “Threats to Our National Interests” * Militant Islam, Terrorism, and “Clash of Civilizations” * Behind the Invasion of Iraq * Waste, Inefficiency and the Spoils of Military Spending * The Political Economy of U.S. Military Spending * Limits of U.S. Militarism 
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For more information on the book, including buying options, see: 
http://www.cbpa.drake.edu/hossein-zadeh/books/books.htm 

To set up an interview, or to order a review copy of The Political Economy of U.S. Militarism contact Ismael Hossein-zadeh, professor of economics at Drake University, either at 515-447-2352, or ismael.zadeh@drake.edu.
