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This wide-ranging, interdisciplinary analysis blends history, economics, and politics to challenge most of the prevailing 
accounts of the rise of U.S. militarism. While acknowledging the contributory role of some of the most widely-cited 
culprits (big oil, neoconservative ideology, the Zionist lobby, and President Bush’s world outlook), this study explores the 
bigger picture: the political economy of war and militarism. The study is unique not only for its thorough examination of 
the economics of military spending, but also for its careful analysis of a series of closely related topics (petroleum, 
geopolitics, imperialism, religious fundamentalism, etc.) that may appear as digressions but, in fact, help shed more light 
on the main investigation.  
 

"Ismael Hossein-zadeh's penetrating analysis of the role of the military-industrial complex in driving U.S. foreign policy and rearranging domestic 
priorities could not be more timely. With U.S. military spending at levels higher than the peak years of the Vietnam War, Hossein-zadeh provides 
the most cogent explanation yet of how we got to this point." 
--William D. Hartung, Senior Research Fellow, World Policy Institute at the New School 
   
"Ismael Hossein-zadeh has produced an original and powerful synthesis of previous explanations of contemporary U.S. militarism. He locates the 
relevant economic, political, and ideological forces within a power-elite military-industrial complex framework firmly grounded in a structural 
analysis of capital accumulation. By steering past the twin dangers of conspiracy theory and economic reductionism, this framework clearly reveals 
the parasitic, class-biased, and systemic character of the Bush administration’s unilateralism. Along the way, Hossein-zadeh provides a challenging 
analysis of the cyclical fluctuations of U.S. military spending since World War II." 
--Paul Burkett, Professor of Economics, Indiana State University 
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