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The seminar series will continue in 2008 with seminars on education, psychology and sociology. The first seminar on education will be of interest to a general audience whereas the other two are of a more specialist nature. The seminars in 2007 covered: International relations and conflict resolution; Experience, language, logic and artificial intelligence; Peace science, economics and complexity theory; and What do individual utility functions and social welfare functions look like?. The seminar series is supported by an online resource:
http://iet.open.ac.uk/pp/g.j.burt/MSC.htm 
Educational design and social choice theory

Thursday 17 January, 5.30pm, Goldsmiths College, room RHB308
A social issue arises when people disagree about what should happen. Social choice theory provides an abstract way of looking at this type of situation. Suppose you are a lecturer thinking about how to run your course. Should you do more of this and less of that? Suppose you are a student. Would you prefer your course to do more of this and less of that? The results of a recent investigation have important implications for educational design. Even the ‘best’ option only achieves a moderate level of mean satisfaction. In part this is because different students prefer different options. Substantial proportions of the student body stand to lose or gain substantial amounts of satisfaction depending on which option is selected. 

An introduction to mathematical psychology

Thursday 7 February , 5.30pm, Goldsmiths College, room RHB308
The articles in the Journal of Mathematical Psychology over the period, 2005-2006, will be reviewed. Topics covered include the following. The lives of mathematical psychologists. Jean-Claude Falmagne (1934-) reviews forty years of mathematical psychology. Which toppings do you want on your pizza? Task complexity and task difficulty. Choice. Response time. Psychophysics. Model selection. Standard mathematics v. symbolic computational modelling. The mathematics problem. You’ve all got wine in your glass? Cheers! Clink your glass with everyone else’s … easy to do if there are only four in the group. What if there are a large number, say twenty?

Social adaptive processes in the speculative market for well-being
Thursday 6 March, 5.30pm, Goldsmiths College, room RHB308
Well-being in many of the richest countries of the world has been virtually static over the past three decades despite substantial increases in real income. A model is developed to illuminate this paradox. Well-being is threatened by poor situations, ineffective choice set generation, counter-productive well-being functions and ineffective utility functions. The features which give rise to threats to well-being are determined by socialised 'adaptation' processes. In certain situations 'adaptation' processes are ineffective because truth is obscure and action is problematic. In certain situations socialisation processes promote inappropriate values for the parameters of the 'adaptation' processes.
:  :  :  :  :  :  :  :  :  :  :  :  :  :  :  :  :  :  :  :  :

The seminars will be held in room RHB308 (Richard Hoggart Building, formerly the Main Building). For information about how to get to Goldsmiths, University of London, see www.goldsmiths.ac.uk.
Registration will be free. If you think you would like to attend please contact Herb Blumberg at h.blumberg@gold.ac.uk (postal address: Department of Psychology, Goldsmiths, University of London, London SE14 6NW, England). Places are limited, so please let us know as soon as possible but, in any case, very preferably before 15 December.
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