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The research network: background and purpose

The workshop is part of the activities of RIN which is a cross-disciplinary and cross-institutional network of researchers interested in the perspectives of neo-institutionalism in the social sciences, both in theoretical and empirical research. It encompasses a wide array of social science disciplines ranging from economics and managerial economics via political science and sociology to industrial relations and law.

Its participants are interested in building up a networking practice including social science researchers who study a wide variety of subject areas in the belief that neo-institutionalist perspectives can fruitfully be employed and utilized in these areas, and in the belief also that these networking activities can further scientific progress in a number of areas.

RIN is built upon a previous international network “Institutionalism in Economics and Sociology, Variety, Dialogue and Future Challenges” (2000-2003). It is based at Roskilde University, Department of Social Science, but it has participants from a large number of social science departments in the rest of the Europe and in America.

RIN’s activities consist of:

1. A number of seminars and workshops, focusing on crucial and cutting-edge issues on neo-institutionalist research

2. Publication of working papers aimed at integrating neo-institution​alist perspectives in the social sciences.

3. The Neo-Institutionalist science service, updating you on the most recent publications from the field.
RIN has received financial support from the Danish Social Science Research Council and from Roskilde University.
Further information on the network is available at http://www.ruc.dk/rin/
The topic of the workshop

In the last quarter of a century we have experienced an ‘institutionalist turn’. In all the social sciences, ‘new’ versions of institutionalism, as well as invigorated forms of ‘old’ institutionalism, have challenged established paradigms of thought. Institutional theory contributes important new concepts and theories for understanding the role of institutions in contemporary capitalism as well as the recent changes in formal institutions, norms, routines and conventions, patterns of cooperation among individuals, organizations and formal institutions, etc.

In parallel with this we have witnessed major institutional changes in all areas of capitalist society: deregulation of financial markets, emergence of new modes of competition and cooperation between firms, increased importance of intellectual property rights, decentralisation of wage bargaining, redefinition of the role of the state in the economy, restructuring of enterprises towards flatter, flexible, team- and project-based organisational forms, and changes in the relations between enterprises and various stakeholders increasing accountability for a wider set of concerns as exemplified by the rise of corporate social responsibility. There are many attempts to characterize these changes in general terms, such as globalization, network society, knowledge economy, risk society and post-fordism.

This workshop aims at taking stock of the recent development in institutional theory to explore how the new developments in institutional theory and analysis may help us in the understanding such recent changes in capitalism. 
  

The program and submission of abstracts and papers

The contributions for the workshop include papers from invited key-note speakers as well as a number of submitted papers. The following scholars have accepted an invitation to present papers at the workshop at the workshop:

· Wolfram Elsner, University of Bremen, Germany: “The New Economy: Interdependence and New Forms of Coordination and Governance”

· Olivier Favereau and Francois Eymard-Duvernay, University of Paris X-Nanterre, France: “From Incentive Contracts to Legitimate Conventions. An Alternative to Neoliberal Policies”

· Pascal Petit, CEPREMAP, Paris, France: “On the Alternative Institutional Fabrics of the Post Fordist Era”

· Robert Salais, Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, France: “European Politics and Institutions” (preliminary title)

· Grahame Thompson, Open University, United Kingdom: “Exploring Networks as Instruments of Public Policy”

In addition there will be papers from scholars from Roskilde University. 

Other scholars interested in the workshop are invited to submit papers within the overall topic of the workshop. 

The papers may be more brief and in a more preliminary form than in normal conferences. The workshop formula is meant to stimulate joint discussion rather than being an outlet of papers in a polished and publishable form. Of course, longer and more finished papers are more than welcome, but it is also possible to contribute relatively brief discussion papers. 

The workshop organizers are Søren Jagd and Klaus Nielsen from the Department of Social Science, Roskilde University. The workshop secretary is Michael Brodthagen (brodt@ruc.dk).

Please send as soon as possible a proposal with a title and a brief abstract by email to Søren Jagd (jagd@ruc.dk) or Klaus Nielsen (knielsen@ruc.dk).  

Preferably all papers will be discussed in joint sessions but parallel sessions will be organized in case the number of papers makes this impossible.

Papers for the workshop will be circulated by email to the participants before the workshop. 

You are encouraged to register for the workshop as soon as possible. You can do so by email or by mail to the above addresses. A detailed program will be sent to the registered participants in late March.
Location of the conference and participation fee 

The workshop takes place at Roskilde University which is located 30 kilometers west of Copenhagen. The workshop begins on Thursday 28 April at 10am and ends on Friday 29 April at 4pm. There are regular direct trains from Central Copenhagen to the university (travel time: 25 minutes).

Participants organize accommodation themselves. The conference secretary will help with the booking of hotel rooms on request. 

Participation in the conference is free apart from a small fee to cover the costs of two lunches, coffee and administration (300 DK ≈ 45 Euro). A conference dinner will be organized on Thursday night. The participants pay the cost price (400 DKK ≈ 60 Euro).

Looking forward to see in Roskilde in January. 

