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1)Three Events in March:  Colours of Money / Fair trade special / Taxation or Donation

The next Colours of Money seminar takes place from March 18th-20th. The 

attached pdf flier gives you full details of this event which looks at new 

ways of understanding the history and purpose of money and how it can be 

the main instrument for bringing about real and lasting change in our 

economic circumstances.

We return to the theme of what constitutes fairness in trade this March 

with an event now in its third year, which is timed to coincide with 

Fairtrade Fortnight. It is entitled 'The fairest of them all? - Brand value 

and competitive marketing in a global economy'. Details of past events can 

be found on the Talking Economics webpage, a poster is attached as a word 

document.

What does it mean to say that one represents fairness? Now that fairtrade 

products are available in almost every supermarket, the spotlight will fall 

increasingly on what lies behind these new 'brands', not only will their 

trading practices be examined, but also the conceptual integrity of what 

they advocate.For example, if a number of new 'fairly traded' brands 

appear, what other than the market and competitive pricing will they base 

themselves on? Can each maintain its own version of fairness without 

reference to the others or will they eventually come round full circle to a 

competitive ‘beauty contest’. We know what fairness is when we see it but 

how do we ourselves represent it in what we think and do? In this special 

presentation and discussion evening, we invite participants to share their 

views and explore how deep the roots of fairness can go.

Other Talking Economics Evenings will be as follows:

•Thursday 17 March, 2005

Taxation or Donation

Conscious giving – a task for the 21st century

•Thursday 14 April, 2005

Microfinance

Theme of the year or genuine investing

•Friday 15-16 April, 2005 – (Stroud, Glos)* 

Husbanding the Land - Valuing the Farmer

A fresh look at the economics of farming

•Thursday 12 May, 2005

Safe as Houses?

The valuing of financial assets

•Thursday 16 June, 2005

Re-thinking Welfare Economics

Mutual benefits without the moral hazard

Time:  7.30 - 9.00p.m. Cost: £3.50 Venue:  Rudolf Steiner House, 35 

Park Road NW1 6XT (Baker St. Tube) 0207 723 4400

*This event takes place in Stroud, Gloucestershire, and consists of a 

presentation on the Friday evening and a workshop over the Saturday. 

Tickets cost £50 for the whole event or £5 for the Friday presentation 

only.

Further details available at www.talkingeconomics.com

Or contact Arthur Edwards 01452 810764 / arthur@talkingeconomics.com

In association with The Centre for Associative Economics (01227 738207) – 

www.cfae.biz

2)Associative Pensions

The March issue of Talking Economics Monthly leads with a look at the many 

and various issues involved in pension provision. This is followed by a 

consideration of the profit / non-profit division in the world of social 

enterprise.(For £1 a month you can get Talking Economics Monthly at the 

click of a button - www.cfae.biz/publications)

Reference to public and private sectors of the economy usually means 

governmental activity (the state) as public, with individuals working for 

themselves in business using capital that solely seeks a financial return 

as private. Added to this is a ‘third sector’ variously termed charitable, 

social, voluntary and non-profit. Though deeply ingrained, the exactness of 

this way of thinking warrants scrutiny.

Providing such scrutiny, this issue challenges the three-sector model by 

appraising changes to current arrangements for social provision in Britain 

and the US, whether precipitated by the failure of the post-war state model 

to deliver on its promises or the relentless logic of neo-liberal ideology 

currently dominating modern politics.

Patrick O’Meara uses the debate about retirement funding to argue that what 

is needed primarily is a consciousness of money flows; then individuals 

themselves will be able to make appropriate arrangements. By making this a 

question of rational provision rather than patronising charity, he shows 

that its ethos need not be antithetical to ardent individualism.

Christopher Houghton Budd is also concerned with the ethos of charity. For 

him its essential quality is based on free activity, selflessly undertaken. 

Such an ethos must be recognised and defended if charities are not to 

become agents of the state on a leash.

Michael Shuman and Merrian Fuller convincingly champion business as a force 

for good and challenge their well-intentioned but economically dependent 

fellow activists to strike out on their own.

Arthur Edwards continues this theme by asking how we might give freely what 

taxation forces out of us, while Thomas Greco and Jim Womack reflect on two 

themes - usury and interest and lean thinking, respectively - that provide 

important complements to any effective rethinking of the public/private 

divide.

3)The associative exchange takes a new step

Having provided a forum for discussion of things associative over the past 

two years, the ae-exchange (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ae-exchange/) has 

taken a new step, allowing the Talking Economics Exchange to continue its 

previous role. While this step has involved shedding half its members, it 

nevertheless constitutes a real development and 38 associative 

entrepreneurs have signed up to go forward to the next stage. There follows 

a new description from the website:

The ae-exchange - A place for associative entrepreneurs to connect.

The aim of this exchange is to enable associative entrepreneurs to share 

experience, provide information and encourage one another.

Associative, in this context, means on the path towards the Quality 

Guarantee Mark for associative enterprises (see www.ae-institute.com).

Entrepreneur means a person responsible for an activity.

The path consists of four steps to the guarantee mark. Consciously 

identifying to oneself and to others (on the exchange) where one is in the 

process allows a degree of co-ordination to take place, which will 

facilitate meetings (step 4) the overall purpose of which is ‘for the 

entrepreneurs to share and comment on the economic situation of their 

respective enterprises through the medium of budgets, management accounts, 

and year-end forecasts, as a basis for building a shared picture of their 

own and each others’ situations both individually and together.’

The role of the moderator is not to act as arbiter but to create a 

situation in which participants are welcomed to identify themselves as an 

entrepreneur and to describe what they are doing on their terms and in 

their own time. 

The exchange is intended to have more the atmosphere of participants saying 

“with reference to this activity, for which I am responsible, this is what 

I would like to contribute or this is a question I have” and less of making 

general observations about the state of the world, independently of the 

contributors' circumstances (for more general observations on economic life 

from an associative perspective, one can join The Talking Economics 

Exchange -http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/te-exchange/)

4)Rare Albion - The Further Adventures of the Wizard from Oz, A Monetary 

Allegory.

Did you ever wonder what happened to the Wizard of Oz? In this book he 

travels to Rare Albion, the island capital of the Confederated States of 

Columbia, a worldwide community in which people do business in the name of 

humanity rather than the market. The crucial events of our time - from 

monetary policy to pension funds, from triumphant capitalism to anti-

globalization groups - are all woven into an allegorical tale about an 

imagined land where everything described is based on fictionalized fact.

Available from www.cfae.biz/publications

Published: February 2005

Author: Christopher Houghton Budd

ISBN 0 948229 17 9

Pages 128, £6.95
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The associative approach to economics is based on the idea that economic 

life is the shared responsibility of every human being. Talking Economics 

is about making this responsibility conscious and finding ways to give  it 

effect.
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The Centre for Associative Economics, Forge House, The Green, Chartham, 

Canterbury, CT4 7JW, 01227 738207
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