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It is now close to two months that another moral conundrum arising from path-dependent,
historical lines of conflict has unfolded into an escalating spiral of violence. Such lock-ins
into violent escalation, even if they should only be temporary, always come at an incred-
ible human cost and leave me largely speechless. However, nonetheless the underlying
dynamics of such conflicts – both in terms of actual armed confrontations as well as with
respect to the continous reinforcement of latent conflicts due to exclusionary politics –
can at least be rationalized using a cornerstone of heterodox political economy, namely
the idea of self-reinforcing effects.

While such self-reinforcing effects are typically emphasized in the context of path de-
pendency, distributional analysis (e.g. the notion of cumulative advantage) or analysis
related to power asymmetries (e.g. the notion of preferential attachment), they are
also somewhat helpful to better understand escalating, violent developments, that have
the potential to lead to long-term gridlocks of conflict and hate. Such gridlocks leave
participants with very small (or even empty) sets of morally legitimate options, which
often contributes to prolonging and intensifying the respective conflicts. Similarly, self-
reinforcing effects can be referenced to provide a possible explanation for the empirical
observation that the ’intensity of armed conflicts’ seemingly follows a power law (see,
e.g., here4 ).

This view could maybe inspire a novel take on the definition of heterdox economis as
the ’true dismal science’. In this vein, the task of heterodox economics is to explain why
so many things, that irritate our Smithian passions for sympathy and justice, emerge
in this world (without assuming that people are evil from the start). While this might
sound all-too defeatist at first, one should note that an applied version of a so-defined
science could be one that effectively contributes to more peace among humans as its core
question of interest asks for the emergence of violence, oppression and injustice in the
first place.

Also, in a more technical matter, such reflections could also motivate us to think more
deeply about, how exactly, a general notion of self-reinforcing effects permeates much
of heterodox economics and whether and to what extent it makes sense to synthesize
different variants and applications to make this (allegedly) general principle more explicit
and accessible.
1http://www.heterodoxnews.com/n/htn320.html
2http://www.heterodoxnews.com/n/htn320.pdf
3http://heterodoxnews.com/hed
4https://bpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/sites.dartmouth.edu/dist/0/433/files/2014/07/friedman_-

_using_power_laws_-_jcr_2014.pdf
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All the best,

Jakob

PS: A maybe more optimistic news item in this issue concerns the fact that one of
the homes of the Heterodox Economics Newsletter – the Institute for Comprehensive
Analysis of the Economy5 at Johannes Kepler University Linz – will expand its staff and
activities in the upcoming year. If you are interested in participating in this expansion,
check out the related post6 below!
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Call for Papers

2024 Annual IIPPE Conference in Political Economy (Istanbul,
Sept. 2024)

4-7 September 2024 — Kadir Has Üniversitesi, Istanbul, Türkiye

Conference Theme: The Changing World Economy, and Today’s Imperialism

While the capitalist world economy has always been in a process of continuous change,
it is now undergoing many large and rapid changes similar in scope to the process of
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the birth of neoliberalism almost half a century ago. This is strikingly manifested in the
de facto abandonment of two very influential, albeit far from ever universally applied,
pillars of neoliberal ideology: “free markets” and a “minimalist state”. They are being
openly rejected by governments throughout the Global North in favour of advocating
and implementing both greatly increased protectionism, and greatly increased direction
of the economy (in the interests of capital) by the state.

At least two major developments are important drivers of this change. The first is
the new technologies that promise capitalists huge profits, thereby motivating huge in-
vestments, which have the potential to dramatically alter both capitalism’s labor and
accumulation processes. Three of the most important of these technological changes
that have been unfolding at an exponentially accelerating rate over the last decade are
the human biological technologies, artificial intelligence, and the pressingly essential
non-carbon renewable energy technologies.

The second major development has been unfolding for at least the last 40 or 50 years,
the changed relation between the developed Global North and the less developed Global
South as parts of the global capitalist system. It is widely accepted by advocates of a
better world that value still flows out of the Global South to support the higher stan-
dards of living in the Global North. The way imperialism extracts this value, however, is
clearly very different from that indicated in the classical radical theories of imperialism
which were developed a hundred years ago. Dependency Theories and World System
Theories, developed in the 1970s and 1980s, then greatly enriched the classical theories
with insights from the very different post WWII capitalist world system. But the rela-
tive “decline of the North and the rise of the South” over the last 50 years, including in
particular the rise of “the Asian economies” over the last few decades, has put the issue
of the nature and role of Imperialism in today’s world economy back on radical political
economy’s research agenda of “urgent issues”.

This is the preliminary Call for proposals for presentations at the conference on any
aspects of political economy. Submissions may be made as (a) proposals for individual
papers (which IIPPE will group into panels), (b) proposals for panels, (c) proposals for
streams of panels, or (d) proposals on activism. Like last year, proposals will be made
to an electronic platform. We expect to open the platform about December 15 with a
deadline for proposal of February 1, 2024.

For more information please visit the conference website7 .

Submission Deadline: 1 February 2024

7https://iippe.org
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20th International Conference of the Charles Gide Association
(Bordeaux, June 2024)

20-22 June 2024 — Sciences Po Bordeaux, Bordeaux, France

Conference Theme: Solidarity

The 20 international conference of the Charles Gide Association aims to examine the
notion of ”solidarity” in the light of the history of economic thought, while taking a
multidisciplinary approach by calling on social sciences such as sociology, anthropology
and political science, as well as philosophy, history, law and management sciences. It
will be held at Sciences Po Bordeaux from June 20 to 22, 2024.

Nowadays, ”solidarity” has a prescriptive and moral meaning, reflected in calls for do-
nations and generosity. The term has a plural and polyphonic history, clearly reflected
in the questions and controversies in social sciences.

• What links are there between solidarity and the division of labor? For Adam Smith,
the division of labor calls for the “cooperation of thousands and thousands of men”
while for Léon Walras, thanks to it, “the destinies of all men are in solidarity with
each other.”

• To what extent does solidarity make it possible to question the notion of debt
(private debt, public debt and sustainability issues)? What is the nature of the
link between debtor and creditor? What does this link mean in the case of public
debt? John M. Keynes explores the shared responsibilities of creditors and debtors
in the process in adjusting balances of payment.

• What about reflections on the creation and distribution of value? The division
of labor gives rise to a series of economic thoughts on the distribution of value
resulting from cooperation, leading Pierre-Joseph Proudhon and Karl Marx, for
example, to criticize the exploitation resulting from capitalist production relation-
ships. What is this solidarity, at the heart of the communist ideal, which appears
in the statutes of the International Workingmen’s Association in 1864 and as a
central element of Lenin’s international workers’ solidarity?

• Can we link the notion of solidarity with altruism or disinterestedness? After
Auguste Comte “systematized” the term altruism, John Stuart Mill discussed “as-
sociation” as a school of sympathy and equality that accelerates human progress
towards taking into account the interests of others, considered as equals. Later,
Alfred Marshall approached the notion of selflessness as a sacrifice of one’s own
interests for those of future generations.

• Similarly, is there such a thing as an anarchist economic thinking based on solidar-
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ity? How do anarchists such as Pierre Kropotkin and Mikhail Bakunin establish a
state of society linked to the moral imperative of mutual aid?

• What is the normative and positive scope of the notion of solidarity? Is it a de-
scriptive concept, as employed by Émile Durkheim’s sociology with mechanical
solidarity and organic solidarity? Or does it immediately carry a moral or pre-
scriptive meaning, in the manner of the solidarists who, like Charles Gide, Léon
Bourgeois and Léon Duguit, were deeply rooted in the Bordeaux region, and who
embodied a normative republican economic and political philosophy.

• To what extent can the reciprocal logic present in the anthropology of the gift,
particularly by Marcel Mauss or Claude Lévi-Strauss, be linked to solidarity as the
basis of exchange? Can we, like Karl Polanyi, question the limits of the market
with thehelp of reciprocal logic? More generally, how does solidarity allow us to
question our society’s relationship to gift: gift/counter-gift or “free” gift? For
example, Jacques Derrida’s phenomenological approach reveals the constitutive
impossibility of giving, and thus resigns us to a reciprocal logic based on exchange.

• Is solidarity one of the “bourgeois virtues” whose genealogy Deirdre McCloskey
traces ? How do liberal thinkers conceive the notion of solidarity? Is it fiercely
criticized or rejected, as Friedrich Hayek put it: ”A great society has no use for
‘solidarity’”? Or is it a virtuality to be achieved, as Walter Lippmann sees it,
although he deplores its harmful effects?

Submission Guidelines

The 20th Gide Conference will examine the astonishing plasticity of the notion of soli-
darity. However, the history of economic thought is also used to shed light on contem-
porary issues. New questions call for new histories. Proposals should take the form of
an abstract of between 300 and 600 words, with 5 keywords and a maximum of 10 bibli-
ographical references. Session proposals are welcome. Proposals for papers and sessions
have to be submitted on the Conference website.8 Click ”Submit” on the left.

When submitting your proposals, please specify the relevant theme:

1. Solidarity (conference theme)

2. Symposium Economics and Literature

3. History of Economic Thought and Economic Philosophy

For further information, please contact the Organizing Committee at: colloque.gide2024@gmail.com9

8https://gide2024.sciencesconf.org/submission/submit
9mailto:colloque.gide2024@gmail.com
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Submission Deadline: 15 December 2023

22nd Conference of the International Association for the Eco-
nomics of Participation (Italy, July 2024)

University of Naples Federico II, Department of Political Sciences 10-12 July 2024

The International Association for the Economics of Participation (IAFEP)
gathers scholars dedicated to exploring the economics of democratic and participatory
organizations10 , such as labor-managed firms, cooperatives and firms with broad-based
employee share-ownership, profit sharing and worker participation schemes, as well as
democratic nonprofit, community and social enterprises. The IAFEP Conferences, which
take place every two years, provide an international forum for presentations and discus-
sions of current research on the economics of participation. The 2024 IAFEP Confer-
ence will be held in Naples (Italy).

Submissions for the 2024 conference, are invited from all relevant fields of study, in-
cluding comparative economics, labor economics, industrial organization, organizational
economics, social economics, management studies, institutional economics, evolutionary
economics, development economics, sociology, psychology, political science, geography,
law, and philosophy. Interdisciplinary approaches are welcomed. We are also interested
in proposals for complete sessions.

Papers are invited on the following key themes:

1. Governance and effects of participation on firms’ and workers’ outcomes

We invite communications on the impact of workers’ participation on firms’ economic
performance (productivity, profitability, investment, and employment), as well as other
outcomes – such as wages, working conditions, human resource practices, corporate social
responsibility practices, etc.

1. Dynamics of financial and decision-making participation

The range of organizations implementing financial and decision-making participation
is broad and growing, from profit sharing to employee ownership, flat-organizations,
employee involvement, employees on the board, works councils, trade-unions, etc. The
drivers of the different types of participation can be very diverse. We are interested in
research about 11 the evolution and implications of participation in these organizations in
industrialized, post-industrial, transition, and developing economies and the social and

10

11
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economic history of financial and decision-making participation in different countries,
industries, regions, and periods.

1. Socio-economic and political environment

The creation, growth and stability of participatory firms are influenced by the economic
and social environment as well as the public policies and laws surrounding firms and
participation. Can political decisions favor or limit the development of participatory
economic organizations and how? What future choices could have an impact, positive
or negative, on the expansion of this phenomenon? We welcome communications about
the incidence of this broad environment on participation, including historical and inter-
national comparative approaches.

1. Economic participation and political democracy

Participation in firms raises the question of the relationship between economic participa-
tion and political democracy. On one hand, can economic participation affect political
involvement of workers-citizens? On the other hand, is economic participation more
likely to thrive in a democratic and more egalitarian environment? We welcome com-
munications on this topic, including comparative approaches.

1. A special session will also be organized on Sustainability issues.

Over the past few decades, the world has faced many socioeconomic and environmental
challenges entailed by different drivers including industrialization, fast urbanization, and
exponential population rise. These rapid changes have caused an increase in demand for
finite world resources namely land, energy, and water. This, in turn, led to an urgent
need to face negative environmental impacts in pursuing the main goal of Sustainable
Development in many parts of the world. This special session aims to address actions
toward achieving Sustainable Development through innovative and solution-oriented re-
search articles, review articles, graphical reviews, and perspectives that elaborate on the
linkages between sustainable development and the implications for human well-being.
We are interested in research about the similarities and differences between traditional
companies and democratic cooperatives, identifying how participatory organizations can
address issues such as ecological collapse, wealth inequality and all the other topics re-
lated to Sustainable Development Goals. We also invite communications on the role
of financial and decision-making participation in emerging industries such as biotech,
alternative energy, and environmentally-friendly ‘green’ technologies.

Extended Abstracts (max. 1000 words) in English should be sent by e-mail to Marina
Albanese at albanese@unina.it by March 31, 2024 . Abstracts should include full
details of institutional affiliations and e-mail addresses. Proposals for complete sessions
should include a brief description of the theme of the session and an abstract for each
paper.
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Authors will be notified by May 15, 2024 whether their papers are accepted for
presentation. Complete drafts should reach us by 15 June 2024 in order to be handed
out to Conference participants.

Conference Dates

The conference will consist of two full day sessions on July 11 and 12. A
welcoming reception will take place on July 10.

Registration and Accommodations

Detailed information on registration (including fees) and local accommodations will be
available on the conference website by April 2024.

Participants from Developing and Transition Economies and Students

A small amount of funding is available for participants from developing and transition
economies and students. In order to be considered for the funding, researchers should
clarify it in the abstract submission.

Horvat-Vanek Prize

The Horvat-Vanek prize is awarded every two years for a research paper of exceptional
quality written by a young scholar in one of the areas of interest to IAFEP. The prize, of
a value of US$ 1,000, will be awarded during the conference. In order to be considered for
the prize, researchers and doctoral students aged 35 or under should submit one research
paper in English (maximum length 10,000 words) by 15 May to nathalie.magne@univ-
montp3.fr. Please, include your institutional affiliation and an abstract, and indicate
clearly on the paper that you wish it to be considered for the Horvat-Vanek prize (the
recipient will be requested to provide a passport or other official evidence of their date
of birth in order to receive the prize).

Submission Deadline: 31 March 2024.

Annals of Public and Cooperative Economics: Special Issue on
”Gender approaches of Social Economy and State-Owned En-
terprises”

Growing inequality, precarious working conditions, the climate crisis, the loss of demo-
cratic capacity and the increase in territorial violence are some of the major global
challenges of our time. In many cases, women and gender minorities are at the heart
of these issues, both as victims but also as promotors of alternatives to curb the risks
involved. The social economy and state-owned enterprises share a social and public
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mission to transform the economy, its methods and its outcomes, so that it serves sus-
tainability and improves the well-being and empowerment of people, communities and
territories in the economy. What roles do women and gender minorities play in the
orientation, governance and management of such organizations? We propose a special
issue that focuses on social economy and state-owned enterprises, identifying the spaces,
challenges and opportunities these organizations share from a gender perspective.

We believe that in order to provide evidence and knowledge based on both quantita-
tive and qualitative techniques, analyses from different disciplines such as economics,
sociology, law or history are necessary.

Guest Editors:

• Juan Fernando Álvarez (Pontificia Javeriana University, Columbia)

• Marie Bouchard (University of Quebec in Montreal)

• Dorothea Greiling (Johannes Kepler University Linz, Austria)

• Carmen Marcuello (Zaragoza University, Spain)

Call for papers available here12 .

Submission Deadline: 1 April 2024

Conference ”Institutions and Survival: Challenges for Sustain-
ability” (Poland, February 2024)

22-23 February 2024 — Bialystok, Poland

The conference ”Institutions and Survival: Challenges for Sustainability” which will take
place at the University of Bialystok in Poland on February 22-23, 2024, organized by
the Forum for Institutional Thought - We would like to remind you that the deadline
for submitting abstracts is January 15, 2024.

The conference is free of charge and you can also participate in it online.

Our keynote speakers are:
Professor Annica Kronsell, Chair Environmental Social Science, School of Global Studies,
University of Gothenburg;

12https://uliege.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ba685747ffe35ef90c58ca986&id=

f3937c26e2&e=1d498501b5
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Professor Ewa Bińczyk, Faculty of Philosophy and Social Sciences, Nicolaus Copernicus
University in Toruń.

You can register via the website13 or e-mail14 . All topics related to institutions,
sustainability and feminism are very welcome! We are waiting for you!

Submission Deadline: 15 January 2024

Conference on ”Rethinking the History of Global Capitalism”
(Rio de Janeiro, March 2024)

12-14 March 2024 — Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Conference Theme: Rethinking the History of Global Capitalism

Organizers: Tamis Parron and Sven Beckert

Capitalism pervades every aspect of our lives, from the ways we produce to the structures
of our families, from state power to our most mundane daily routines. Its expansion in
space and in society has been of such impact that some scholars now speak of the
current geological era as the “capitolocene.” It is impossible to understand the world we
inhabit without also understanding capitalism. For at least two centuries, scholars have
tackled this strange way of organizing economic life. Adam Smith and Karl Marx, Max
Weber and Rosa Luxemburg, Friedrich von Hayek and Nancy Fraser have all grappled
with vital questions concerning the conceptual definition and the historical trajectory
of capitalism. Their writings invariably evoked a deep sense of urgency in moments of
turmoil, addressing either the social question of the nineteenth century, the world wars
of the twentieth century, or the world economic order in the wake of the Cold War.
In the twenty-first century we are again watching profound global upheaval, this time
marked by the end of exceptional economic growth in the West, precarious employment,
growing income inequalities, deepening social fractures, and widespread institutional
failures. Now, however, the space for maneuver has been dramatically reduced, as an
unprecedented planetary ecological crisis looms large on the horizon and rising Asian
economies point to the emergence of a new geopolitical world order never seen before
in the history of capitalism. It seems we are on the brink of the famous Gramscian
interregnum: the old frameworks are crumbling, but the new ones have yet to emerge.
It is a challenging scenario that demands new forms of thought.

The conference we are organizing in Rio de Janeiro urges scholars to rethink capitalism’s
history from the vantage point of this new historical moment and to consider what are

13http://forummi.pl/en/events/second-edition-of-the-international-conference-forum-for-

institutional-thought/registration/
14http://konferencje.fmi@gmail.com
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the most promising theoretical formulations, methodological approaches, and historical
framings to define capitalism, identify its drivers, shed light on its mechanisms, periodize
its cycles, incorporate previously neglected spaces or processes, and offer a prognosis of
its current reconfiguring. While traditional analyses of capitalism’s history were centered
on Europe, the United States, or the North Atlantic, new strands of scholarship recognize
that such a narrow lens fails to capture the complexity of the global economy and its
history.

Scholarship on the history of capitalism has witnessed a “global turn” in the last decade,
bringing again to the fore big picture analyses once adopted by “world-system perspec-
tive,” “dependence theory,” “theories of imperialism”, and “critical theory.” One key
difference between this new wave of global studies and previous works, however, is that
older narratives often take a top-down approach from global to local, while newer studies
are looking upward from the local to the global. While this shift has added complex-
ity to historical inquiry, it has also introduced challenges such as fragmentation and
a-theoretical writing. In this conference, therefore, we particularly encourage historical
studies that introduce fresh theoretical, conceptual, or methodological perspectives.

We also encourage projects that aim to “southernize” the global history of capitalism.
The histories of the Global South, encompassing regions such as Asia, Africa, and Latin
America, possess rich and diverse narratives about their place, role, and impact in the
global history of capitalism. While some scholars consider these spaces to be a categor-
ically different sort of capitalism, others view them as key constitutive elements of the
uneven structure of global capitalism. We invite scholarly exploration into how these
regions have influenced and reorganized global commodity circuits, world competitive
pressures, integration of labor processes, circuits of world money, the composition of cap-
ital, and forms of imperialism over the centuries. We also seek to recover and reinterpret
the often-overlooked intellectual and epistemological traditions of the Global South that
have the potential to transform our understanding of global capitalism and its changing
hierarchies.

At its core, the conference aims to rethink capitalism from a global perspective. With
a focus on interdisciplinary and comparative approaches, we encourage participants to
open new avenues of inquiry. We particularly encourage theoretical-historiographical
syntheses. We also welcome case studies insofar as they combine their empirical inves-
tigations with fresh theoretical, conceptual, or methodological perspectives that help
us rethink more broadly historical capitalism as a changing global process. We ask
prospective participants to be explicit about their methodological, theoretical and em-
pirical contributions to the project of rethinking the global history of capitalism.

The Conference is organized by the Center on Global Inequalities at the Universidade
Federal Fluminense (UFF) and the Weatherhead Initiative on Global History at Harvard
University. We will meet in Rio de Janeiro in person from March 13 to March 15, 2024.
Each panel will be anchored by a distinguished keynote speaker, and we will use the
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conference proceedings as a first step towards producing a book on Rethinking the
History of Global Capitalism. We will cover travelling expenses (economy class) and
accommodation for four nights in Rio. We can only cover expenses for one person per
submission.

Application Process

If you are interested in participating in the conference and presenting a paper, we ask
you to submit a double-spaced three-page proposal and a copy of your CV combined as
a single PDF document as soon as possible, but no later than January 1, 2024. Please
send your proposal to Jessica Barnard at wigh@wcfia.harvard.edu15 .

We will let you know if your paper has been selected no later than January 15, 2024.
We especially encourage participation from scholars in the Global South. For ques-
tions, please email Tamis Parron at tamisparron@id.uff.br16 or Sven Beckert at beck-
ert@fas.harvard.edu17 .

Submission Deadline: 1 January 2024

Cuadernos de Econoḿıa: Special Issue ”New Turn to the Left”

Cuardernos de Economia18 is calling for papers for a Special issue on ”New Turn to the
Left”.

Latin America is experiencing a resurgence of left-wing movements. With Lula Da Silva’s
presidential victory in Brazil on October 2022, thirteen countries in the region have, for
the first time, turned to the left of the political spectrum. This change marks a histori-
cal milestone also because, for the first time, the major economies of Latin America are
headed by left-wing governments. Nonetheless, the question remains as to whether this
new left-wing wave, with all its national specificities and accompanying restrictions and
contradictions, will lead to a tectonic shift in the way of doing politics and economics,
or whether it will merely reinforce the prevailing development model. The causes of the
change in the political course of the region respond to a complex set of national and
international factors. On the political side these include, among others, the discontent
with the modus operandi of traditional politics that has led to their delegitimization,
the loss of confidence in institutions, and the failure to tackle corruption. The lack of
solid improvement in social conditions have also contributed, in no small manner, to the
switch in government regimes. Latin American countries exhibit high and persistent lev-
els of poverty (and in some countries extreme poverty); unacceptable levels in inequality

15mailto:wigh@wcfia.harvard.edu
16mailto:tamisparron@id.uff.br
17mailto:beckert@fas.harvard.edu
18https://www.elsevier.es/es-revista-cuadernos-economia-329
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in income, wealth, and in levels and access to education, which limits and frustrates
expectations of social mobility and improved economic well-being. These social vulner-
abilities worsened during the Pandemic. Macroeconomic factors such as the downward
trend in the long-term economic growth rate, the stagnation of productivity, the lack of
productive transformation, which is accompanied by thecreation of low-quality jobs are
also part of the explanation. Certainly, this context formed the backdrop to the social
outburst in 2019 that shook several of the countries which after this event, elected left-
wing governments. The current leftist governments face common challenges and do not
envisage revolutionary changes in the economic and social structure of society. Yet, they
are far away from being a coherent whole. They have marked differences and exhibit
national singularities in the formation of their governments, in the forms and ways in
governing (which includes autocratic forms on the one hand and ways of governing based
on firmer commitments to democratic processes on the other), and in their political and
economic objectives. Moreover, there is no ideological convergence among the leaders of
this new left.

The political bases of several of the new governments are not rooted in the traditional
parties. Rather their political legitimacy is founded on fragile coalitions, which weakens
their power and limits the scope of their political projects. A common denominator to
almost all the new leftist governments is the contradictory combination between a high
social sensitivity including an explicit recognition of indigenous and indigenous peoples;
rights with fiscal conservatism (voluntary or inherited from the past) and generally
embodied in fiscal rules. This can severely restrict the space for economic policy and
the use of public spending to spearhead a change in economic and social development.
Indicative questions and topics for the special issue on A New Turn to the Left in Latin
America? include the following non-exhaustive list:

• Comparative studies analyzing the different left-wing shifts in Latin America dur-
ing the period 2000-2023.

• The potential causes and consequences of the current left-wing governments (na-
tional and region wide levels).

• The differences and similarities between the new left-wing governments, focusing
on ideology, political support, forms of governing, economic and social objectives,
and idiosyncratic features, among others.

• The contradictions and challenges that the new governments face to implement
their economic, political, and social objectives and how these governments have
responded.

The contributions must be in line with the objective of disseminating at the national
and international levels, theories, methodologies, and empirical applications in economics
rooted in plural epistemological perspectives. Please refer to the editorial guidelines on
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the website of Cuadernos de Economı́a.

Articles submitted must be written in English, with a maximum length of 8,000 words,
including notes and references. The accepted papers will be published as open access
articles. There are no publication fees. For more details, please refer our website.19

European PPE Network 2024 Conference (Warwick, April 2024)

26—27 April — University of Warwick

We are delighted to share the call for abstracts for next year’s European PPE Net-
work Conference. With this conference, we offer an opportunity for members of the
“Philosophy, Politics, and Economics” community (broadly conceived) to come together
in Europe and discuss recent papers and work in progress. We invite papers in the field of
“PPE”, broadly construed, from historical, methodological, and normative perspectives.
We also welcome submissions from public health and health economics.

This year’s conference and keynote theme is “African PPE”. The keynote speakers are
Prof. Samantha Vice20 (Wits) and Prof. Leonce Ndikumana21 (UMass). In addition,
we will reserve roughly one third of the presentation slots for papers on this conference
theme. A portion of papers on the conference theme will be considered for a special
issue of the Review of Social Economy devoted to ‘African Political Economy’.

Funding is available to support full travel and visa expenses for a limited number of
scholars based in Africa.

Please note that you will need to register to attend this event. Registration opens in
February 2024. Fees for academics are £100, and fees for graduate students are £50. Fee
waiver bursaries are available for scholars travelling from Africa, junior academics, and
graduate students. Please indicate on your application if you would like to be considered
for funding.

To submit a proposal, please complete the submission form22 and provide a short (max
500 words) abstract. Note: talks should not exceed 25 minutes in length.

19https://www.elsevier.es/es-revista-cuadernos-economia-329
20https://socialeconomics.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e15a39cfff392ea8195f6303f&

id=92f3985df4&e=be8ce60873
21https://socialeconomics.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e15a39cfff392ea8195f6303f&

id=db2bba770a&e=be8ce60873
22https://socialeconomics.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e15a39cfff392ea8195f6303f&

id=8ed9fac73f&e=be8ce60873
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We are circulating this on the Network’s mailing list first, but would be grateful if
you could also help us publicise it by circulating it among your colleagues and broader
networks as well.

Submission Deadline: 5 January 2024

Research in Political Economy: Special Issue on “Money, Value
and Marx’s Circuit of Capital” (June 2024)

Alan Freeman and Guido De Marco will edit a special issue of RiPE (Research in Political
Economy) devoted to Money, Value, and Marx’s Circuit of Capital. This will focus on
the issues raised by recent critical attention given to Marx’s treatment of the circuit.
These call into question a number of ‘standard’ assumptions originally introduced by
von Bortkiewicz and other scholars as ‘simplifications’, notably the supposition that all
capital turns over annually and completely, and that prices and values change only at
the end of the circuit. Marx himself did not make these assumptions. When they are
dropped, many standard results are called into question.

We call for contributions from Marx specialists who have been studying this question,
focussed on the turnover of fixed capital and the effect of price and value changes while
production is in process. De Marco will contribute a piece on the circuit of commodity
capital and Freeman on the issue of value and price changes in continuous time. The
articles will discuss the noncorrespondence of the standard assumptions with Marx’s.

We seek contributions both from Marxist scholars and from non-Marxists whose studies
deal with related issues, notably theorists of stock-flow consistency, circuitists and post-
Keynesians. They will comment on Marx’s theory of the circuit of capital in the light of
their own scholarship, but will refrain from simply expounding this scholarship without
reference to Marx.

We also ask for contributions discussing the consequences of the different conceptual
frameworks in terms of analyzing contemporary capitalism and the changes that have
occurred in the last century, as well as the policies suggested for a left-wing perspective.

This will, we hope, encourage wider dialogue on the specificity of Marx’s ideas on these
questions.

The deadline to present the proposals is June 1, 2024 and the abstracts should be 1000
words or less, with keywords and author affiliations. The contributors will be informed
within two weeks of submission if their proposal is accepted. The deadline for actual
contributions is September 2024.

The limit for final papers is 8000 words but longer submissions will be considered.

17



The email for submission here23 .

Submission Deadline: 1 June 2024

Revue de la Régulation: Special Issue on ”The wage-labour
nexus: rediscovering why its issues are so central”

Labour-related questions lie at the heart of current events and are working their way
up social science research agendas. While some topics have always drawn attention
(unemployment, underemployment, etc.), many issues have gained prominence since the
health crisis: job quality, inadequate wages and questions about purchasing power, pay
gaps between men and women and within firms, matters relating to platform work,
working times, remote working, the individualization of work, the repercussions of the
development of artificial intelligence, the revival and transformation of social or trade-
union struggles, and so on.

This Call for Papers looks to publish contributions with an interest in labour and em-
ployment, more specifically to ascertain whether new industrial relations are emerging
and how they can be understood in keeping with the editorial line of the Revue de la
régulation. This issue will be a continuation of research previously published by the
Revue de la régulation (Ballon et al., 2023; Girard et al., 2022; Erb and Reynaud, 2021;
Berthonnet and Clos, 2019; Mazuyer 2013; Michel and Vallade, 2007). To be included
in the issue, contributions may cover any geographical area, just as they may take the
form of theoretical papers or of macro, meso or micro analyses.

The specificity of institutionalist approaches is to situate their theoretical process in the
long term and in the analysis both of changes and of levels of conflict.

Accordingly, the regulationist analysis of the wage-labour nexus historicizes labour as a
permanent component of capitalist production relations and shows that labour changes
with the constraints of accumulation and levels of social conflict (Boyer 2002). The wage-
labour nexus describes, for a given time, an alignment of labour organization, workers’
ways of life and the ways in which they are reproduced. As such, it corresponds to
the labour side of relations of production. The other side, capital, is represented by
accumulation regimes. Regulationist Theory has shown that a prevailing form of wage-
labour nexus corresponds to each of those regimes. Being central to past accumulation
regimes, the flexibility of wage and employment levels was also periodically their main
limiting point (Boyer 1978).

The study of the determinants and effects of changes in the functional distribution of
income is central to post-Keynesian analysis, too (Berr, Monvoisin and Ponsot (eds),

23http://Alan.Freeman@umanitoba.ca
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2018). Within that analysis, the substantial shifts observed in that distribution and
the increasing inequality in wages are major determinants of the 2008 global financial
crisis and the macroeconomic dynamics observed (Stockhammer, 2012). The diversity
of growth regimes can also be explained by the differences in operation of employment
markets or by the structural characteristics of the economies examined. Moreover, in
this strand of thought, inflation is analysed as the consequence of the distributional
conflict between capital and labour (Lavoie, 2022), in a tradition in which inflation is of
the cost-push type (Bastian et al., 2021).

In conjunction with the accumulation of capital, the dominant forms of the wage-labour
nexus follow on from one another historically by hybridization, within a situation of social
conflict capable of tweaking the employment-framing institutions or, more radically, of
founding new settlements. The changing pattern of labour, employment and the wage-
labour nexus may be investigated in this thematic dossier particularly through two key
lines of enquiry:

Documenting the long decline of the Fordist wage-labour nexus (Aglietta, 1998) is a first
issue in this Call for Papers. That decline has helped to impart fresh impetus to the
competitive determinants of wages and employment and has probably thrown up new
components of the employment relation. And yet, it does not seem to have given rise to
a coherent wage-labour nexus. Why is that?

The fluctuations of the industrial reserve army have made it possible to reboost the
flexibility of wages and employment. To achieve this outcome, the centre of gravity of
the employment relation and its norms has shifted away from national – or sectorial
– collective actors and towards firms, or has even been caught up in a movement of
individualization of the wage-labour relationship (Perez et al., 2015). The unpicking of
the Fordist employment norm has provided scope for renewing a form of organization of
labour under the constraint of the employment crisis, that is now partly consolidated in
a re-write of employment law.

The current inflationary context is driving substantial wage claims. While the legitimacy
of those claims is not generally contested, the threat of reactivating the price-wage spiral
is usually raised as an objection whereas the price-profit spiral certainly does not come
in for enough discussion. Are those wage claims liable to break the long period of wage
austerity that began in the 1980s and that has distorted the sharing of value added to
the advantage of income from capital?

National employment markets have undergone reforms designed to make them more
flexible. The reforms promote individual initiatives in unequal employment relations. In
France, the reforms make firms the focus for negotiations and rely on the prerogatives
of works councils for firms with more than 11 employees, where workplace conditions
presuppose a non-existent expertise and genuine difficulties in unionization. Yet unem-
ployment and job insecurity, developing since the 1970s, had already seen the return of
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competitive mechanisms in setting wages and conditions.

Unemployment and job precarity have contributed to the rise of miscellaneous activities
on the borderline of salaried employment or on the other side of that line. The social and
solidarity economy supports some of those activities, sometimes involving the question
of the control of the means of production by workers themselves through cooperatives
(Lamarche & Richez-Battesti, 2023). Uberization or platformization of employment
support others (Montalban 2023). Platformization concerns an offer of activities from
e-tech firms. Supported by self-employment, it ties in (rather low) income from business
activity with individuals being entirely free in the apportionment of their working hours.
It relies on transferring the financing of capital and welfare risks to the worker.

The health crisis has accelerated emerging questions about the salaried work relationship
or the meaning of work (Supiot 2019). These questions trigger rejections of the ways
in which work is organized. For the time being, the responses have been above all of
an individual nature. Although the manifestations of it are hazy and miscellaneous,
such as the great resignation, quiet quitting, and so on, their statistical depth can be
readily perceived. At the same time, there has been a revival of trade unionism in
France, Europe and the United States. The results obtained in terms of demands may
be significant or, on the contrary, non-existent and the diagnostic level matters.

2. More structural queries about work, about its new make-up, about features liable
to bring about alternative industrial relations may have attracted less attention (Michel
2023). A space beyond wage-employment may be in the offing. On the confused and
shifting boundaries, the question of a new “social relationship of activities” (Laurent &
Mouriaux 2008) may be raised; clarifying this question underpins a second issue in this
call for papers.

Since the 1970s, one of the Fordist drivers of profit-making has been de-activated: cap-
italist economies are confronted with a lasting slow-down in the growth of labour pro-
ductivity. This phenomenon needs to be investigated via the rise in service jobs as a
proportion of total employment or via the rise in social control through bullshit jobs
(Graeber 2019). What has become of the possibility (or necessity) of a massive fall
in work time, notably as imagined and called for by Keynes in 1930 in his “Economic
Possibilities for our Grandchildren”?

Against this background of continuing weak gains in labour productivity, innovations on
the cutting-edge of technology are generating, on the contrary, substantial productivity
gains, that go hand in hand with wage gains and therefore unequal earnings. Does the
specificity of this exception lie in the fact that labour productivity continues to support
innovation; or does it lie instead in the deterioration of the historical regime of growth
of labour productivity that now seems to depend on skilled labour and its output? Does
this phenomenon help to explain the financialization of economies and the extension of
global production chains? What wholesale changes or developments might be generated
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by the development of Artificial Intelligence (it can be imagined that entire areas of
skilled work might be undercut here)? What might be the impacts of the ecological
transition or bifurcation which requires us to look again at modes of production?

So far, no coherent labour regime has arisen articulating the market development of
the labour force via the development of workers themselves. And yet, effects of this
transformation are very much present in the accumulation regime or in the ways of
determining the terms of distribution conflicts. Is the emergence of an anthropogenetic
model (Boyer 2022) at issue?

1 Around 30 per cent for welfare risks and about 8 per cent for education across the
board.
Through education, health, care for the elderly, and so on, labour is the subject of a
major production activity, for both the labour force and the population. Depending
on the country concerned, this spending may be public, social or private. Whatever
its nature, its share in national GDP comes close to 40 per cent in what are deemed
developed countries.1 How and why do historically distinct means of financing come to
give rise to a comparatively uniform outcome? Can they be inferred from structural
transformations of the accumulation regime and how do they influence it?

Extension of the field of social protection sees one source of finance through welfare
contributions cohabit with another source of finance through taxation. The taxing of
social protection contributions is gaining ground throughout Europe. This movement
goes along with exemptions for business financing of compulsory social protection for
effects on the scale of employment about which there is no consensus. Finally, social
policies invariably contribute to supporting household income, without managing to
counter the rise in poverty; but they also contribute to the long-term downturn in wages.
Fordist institutions continue to support the minimum wage as the norm, and to extend
it internationally, while the taxing of the financing of social protection tends to erase it.

Sectorial control over public and social spending as sought by many governments is
reflected by the declining quality of services. Private investment in these activities
steamrolls workers and leads to the ill-treatment of the elderly, children, students and
others for largely fictitious profitability levels tethered to public financing. These policies
give rise to inequalities that amplify the deterioration of market remuneration of the
workforce. The health crisis was a powerful indicator of the true social cost of the fight
against these “costs” (Boyer 2020).

These sea changes come about in a context of necessary ecological transition and trans-
formation of our modes of production and exchange (Peugny & Rieucau 2021). Since
2009, the concept of fair transition, combining its concrete or prospective proposals re-
mains fuzzy and essentially defensive, questioning the reallocation of workers currently
employed by activities related to brown capital. Worker involvement in managing the
transition cheek-to-jowl with production has already been raised and implies the terms
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of a new compromise instituting new industrial relations.

In all of the avenues of enquiry listed, the conflicts and compromises they may generate
raise the question of economic democracy (coordination, allocation of resources and
capital) in novel terms.

Accordingly, this call for papers seeks to gather proposals for institutional analyses
(especially influenced by Regulationist Theory or post-Keynesian analysis) that shed
light on developments in the wage-labour nexus or on transformations of work. We
invite, then, any submission on these matters in economics, law, sociology, history and
in the social sciences more generally. We also ask for proposals that bear on case studies
(micro, sectorial or meso analyses, conflict analyses, etc.), that question the impact of the
transition or that investigate the dynamics of the individualization or autonomization of
work, along with proposals relating to non-wage remunerations. In line with the state
of knowledge on the wage-labour nexus, the call for papers does not favour any country
or geographical area: the circulation of norms is real, conflict-ridden and adaptive for
what is both a national and an internationalized institutional form. Submissions likely
to renew knowledge of the wage-labour nexus and the hierarchy of institutional forms
also fall within the scope of the call for papers. Lastly, we would welcome contributions
examining the development of the conflict over distribution between capital and labour,
or among workers themselves within the recent inflationary dynamic.

Papers may be written in French or English, in line with the “instructions for authors”
of the Revue de la régulation. It should be sent to the following e mail address: regu-
lation@openedition.org24 .

Calendar:
If they wish, contributors may advise the issue organizers they intend to submit a con-
tribution or contact them with any questions:
Jonathan MARIE: jonathan.marie@univ-paris13.fr25

Sandrine MICHEL: sandrine.michel@umontpellier.fr26

Planned publication date: June/July 2025

Deadline for submission of papers: 15 March 2024

Shirkers, Saboteurs, and Shoregazers: Work Refusal in Theory
and Practice (Germany, February 2024)

A conference at Leuphana University, Luneburg Germany Feb 27-28, 2024

24mailto:regulation@openedition.org
25mailto:jonathan.marie@univ-paris13.fr
26mailto:sandrine.michel@umontpellier.fr
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“It seems like nobody wants to work these days,” we’re told daily by the news media.
And really, why would we? In the midst of innumerable polycrises, why invest time in
writing stupid little emails, submitting invoices, building careers with negligible chance
of evading precarity? Today, even in the wealthiest societies in human history, children
are dying at work in meat packing plants, retirement ages are being retrenched, and
extreme weather events increasingly render deadly even the most basic jobs.

There has perhaps never been a better moment to say with our whole chests: fuck work.

The compulsion to earn a living by selling one’s labor time in exchange for a wage is one
of the defining features of capitalism. While liberals excoriate bad jobs, and strive for a
“fair” wage, radicals of various stripes have long argued there is no such thing as a good
job or a fair wage in an economy premised on unfreedom and economic coercion, seeking
not the improvement of work but its abolition. This conference presents an opportunity
to examine the insights of theorists and practitioners of antiwork politics.

How might we understand the radical potential and limitations of work refusal? Did
classic radical theorists seek the perfection of work or its overcoming? Is work refusal a
pessimistic, individualistic stance or can it be part of a broader emancipatory project?
How might we refuse the compulsion of wage labor without becoming parasitic on the
efforts of others? What does degrowth have to say about the possibility less work in the
future? What “non-reformist reforms” might support antiwork demands? What are the
limitations and possibilities for antiwork politics in practice? What strategies have been
effective for cohering political blocs around resistance to work? Is Marxism antiwork?
And the ever-present query: “But who will take out the trash?!”

Topics of interest include: contradictions of the welfare state; unemployment; surplus
populations; operaismo and Autonomia; the Great Resignation, Tang Ping or the Laying
Flat Movement; post work imaginaries; Marxist v. Anarchist notions of work refusal;
vagabondage; marronage; disability; retirement; laziness; work refusal in art, literature,
cinema; antiwork politics and the relationship to the formal labor movement; wages
against housework; abolition; climate crisis and work refusal; social reproduction and
work refusal; periodization of antiwork politics; the problem of antiwork politics in the
archive; amorous absenteeism (or why the temporality of horniness might be antiwork);
and more!

We welcome proposals for individual talks or complete panels. We also encourage sub-
missions that deviate from traditional conference presentations in form, medium, etc.
Participants will be invited to contribute articles based on their talks to an edited col-
lection.

Please submit a 300 word abstract by December 6, along with a brief bio to workre-
fusalconference@gmail.com27 participants will be notified of selections by Dec 20

27mailto:workrefusalconference@gmail.com

23

mailto:workrefusalconference@gmail.com
mailto:workrefusalconference@gmail.com
mailto:workrefusalconference@gmail.com


Funds for travel grants (transport + lodging) exist and will prioritize precarious scholars
and activists.

Submission Deadline: 6 December 2023.

The Association for Evolutionary Economics (AFEE) South Amer-
ican Conference (Brazil, May 2024)

The Association for Evolutionary Economics (AFEE) South American Conference is
a 2-day event hosted by the Federal University of Paraná (Curitiba, Brazil), taking
place on May 22nd-24th 2024, with a combination of workshops (22nd May) and paper
presentations (23rd-24th May).

The conference theme is “Understanding economic challenges from original institution-
alist and post Keynesian perspectives”. We encourage submission of papers discussing:
(1) the use of Original institutionalism and post Keynesianism as lenses to under-
stand economic and social issues, notably within Latin America, 2) potential cross-
fertilizations between original institutionalism and post Keynesianism from a historical
and/or methodological view, and (3) diversifying original institutionalism and post Key-
nesianism from the perspective of identity, gender, and location.

The conference will be free of charge. Young scholars selected for the workshop may
receive funding (full or partial) to support their travel costs to attend.

Academics who do not qualify as early-career researchers (5 years after their PhD com-
pletion) are also welcomed and encouraged to submit, but will not be eligible for funding.

Application Process

Submission of extended abstracts (maximum of 1,000 words) will be open until January
20th via the link28 .

Application Deadline: 20 January 2024

The Association for Evolutionary Economics South American
Conference (Curitiba, May 2024)

22-24 May 2024 — Federal University of Paraná (Curitiba, Brazil)

28https://forms.gle/oopPyxL5LuUgEtyv6
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Conference Theme: Understanding economic challenges from original insti-
tutionalist and post Keynesian perspectives

A group of Latin American institutionalists are organizing an AFEE Conference in
Brazil. The Association for Evolutionary Economics (AFEE) 29 South American Con-
ference is a 3-day conference hosted by the Federal University of Paraná (Curitiba,
Brazil), taking place on the 22nd-24th May 2024. The conference will be organized by
the Graduate Program in Economic Development (PPGDE) and Postgraduate Program
in Public Policy (4P) of the Federal University of Paraná (UFPR), Brazil, in partnership
with the Association for Evolutionary Economics (AFEE),30 the Brazilian Keynesian
Association (AKB)31 , and the EINST group, which organized the first institutional-
ist conference in Brazil. The Brazilian Minister of Education and the Young Scholars
Initiative will partlially sponsor the conference.

The conference theme is “Understanding economic challenges from original institutional-
ist and post Keynesian perspectives”. We encourage submission of papers discussing: (1)
the use of Original institutionalism and post Keynesianism as lenses to understand South
American economic and social issues, (2) possible cross-fertilizations between original in-
stitutionalism and post Keynesianism from a historical and/or methodological view, and
(3) diversifying original institutionalism and post Keynesianism from the perspective of
identity, gender, and location.

The conference will be free of charge. Selected young scholars will be totally or partly
founded (travel stipends and housing accommodation) to attending the conference. Aca-
demics who do not qualify as early-career scholars (normally, 5 years after their PhD
completion) are also welcomed and encouraged to apply, but without support from the
conference.

Application Process

Submission of extended abstract (maximum of 1,000 words) will be open in late Novem-
ber 2023 by early January 2024. Submission should be made via the online form.32

Submission Deadline: 31 January 2024

29https://afee.net
30https://afee.net
31https://associacaokeynesianabrasileira.org
32https://fs8.formsite.com/CNZLjX/occufacql6/index.html
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Women and the Economics of Social Cooperation and Organi-
zation (Online, February 2024)

Call for proposals for an online workshop in February 2024 (as a preparation for sub-
mitting a proposal for a Cambridge Companion to Women’s Economic Thought).

Organized by Miriam Bankovsky, Rebeca Gomez Betancourt33 , and Marianne Johnson

The teaching of economics and its history in schools and universities has not often
included the economic thought of women and LGBTQA+ people, a phenomenon that
also extends to the voices courted by media and by governments. The reasons why are
both complex and simple – simple because quantifiably, there are few women and openly
LGBTQA+ economists. The story becomes complex when we try to explain why this
has been the case at different points in time and across different locations.

Historically, myriad structural and socio-cultural factors have interacted to impact the
ability of women to study, practice, and publish economics. Some of these factors have
worked to surface the contributions of women to economic thought; for example, the
rise of home economics as the empirical study of consumption or the role of women in
governmental agencies during the Second World War. More commonly, however, the
contributions of women – from Jane Marcet to Elinor Ostrom – have been obscured,
marginalized as ‘not economics.’

Unsurprisingly, inclusion and recognition deficits for women in economics are height-
ened when their subject position intersects with other forms of social marginality or
disadvantage, including race, sexuality, and gender. Economists who are lesbian, gay,
transgender, non-binary, Black, or Indigenous have often brought lived experiences of
marginality to their economics, generating new ideas, methods, and theories. Even
when their work appears to carry no immediate or direct relation to lived experiences
of marginality, there remain visibility deficits. There exists no clear disciplinary sense
of how women, including socially marginalized women, have contributed to disciplinary
thinking or what these contributions consist of.

This online workshop will facilitate general discussion on these and related topics, result-
ing in a volume that will build on the recent body of work that has featured selections
of women’s economic thinking in history. These include Kirsten Madden’s and Robert
Dimand’s edited handbook of women’s economic thought (2019), the first biographical
dictionary of women economists by Robert Dimand, Mary Ann Dimand and Evelyn
Forget (2000) and their book on women economists (1995). More recently, the History
of Political Economy (2022) and Œconomia (2022) have collected discrete studies of in-
dividual economic thinkers in special issues. Ann Mari May (2022) and Edith Kupier’s
(2022) volumes illustrate the many challenges women faced securing advanced training

33mailto:rebecagomez@gmail.com
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in economics and employment in academe. Also important to note is Giandomenica Bec-
chio’s History of Feminist and Gender Economics (2020), which explores the engagement
of feminism with economic thought.

To these collections, we would like to add a volume on the theme of women and the
economics of social cooperation and organization. We encourage authors to think beyond
single biographies and to present work in ways that uncover broader systemic themes and
groupings and to imagine ways in which their contribution can support the inclusion of
more women into contemporary economic teaching at the undergraduate and graduate
level.

A subsidiary theme is how, why, and to what impact women have worked around the
edges of what might be considered mainstream economics in their effort to address social
cooperation and organization. This could include activists, home economists, sociolo-
gists, political scientists and individuals in fields that tend to have a high interdisciplinary
quotient such as development economics.

Possible topics might include the following.

• Socialist cooperative revolutions to domestic labor : chapters might consider how
domestic labor is treated and valued in economic thought or the alternatives that
have been proposed to traditional divisions of labor in the production of household
output. Another approach would be to examine the history and impact of the time-
use surveys of farm, town, and college women produced by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture and the Bureau of Home Economics in the 1930s.

• Women’s labor market economics: topics might include a women’s minimum wage,
payments for household labor, and/or women in the labor market. Women who
worked on early labor topics are also of interest, including, Theresa Schmid McMa-
hon, who was both a labor activist and professional economist, or Frances Perkins,
the first woman cabinet member in the United States; she served as the Secretary
of Labor during the New Deal.

• Consumer and agricultural economics: we are also interested in chapters on how
family units and households are conceptualized for statistical use. Chapters could
deal with agricultural and consumer economists, and their use of demand stud-
ies to understand the determinants of prices and incomes as well as consumption
choices. Topics might include household production theory, hedonic price the-
ory, definitions of poverty thresholds, or works explaining consumer behavior and
consumer welfare.

• Welfare state and women and the family: for individuals such as Alva Myrdal
or Barbara Wooten, the welfare state was envisioned to free women from the con-
straints of home production and allow them to enter the labor force on equal terms
with men. State subsidized childcare, extended school days, school lunches, and
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even communal kitchens, particularly when combined with labor-savings devices,
all proposed to reduce the in-home labor time of women with significant implica-
tions for labor markets, national income, and quality of life. We are interested
in chapters that would examine individual contributions, broad analyses of the
welfare state, and/or discussion of specific policies.

• Feminist economics: the field of feminist economics is relatively recent, compared
to other sub-disciplines of economics (Orozco Espinel & Gomez Betancourt 2023).
However, the presence of women economists in this field goes back decades be-
fore the 1990s. We welcome contributions focusing on diversity, equality, sorority,
gender-aware, and inclusive economic analysis. We are particularly interested in
the role played by activists, policy theorists, and practitioners on topics neglected
in economics, such as care work, intimate partner violence, or economic theories.
The idea is to give a better picture of economic reality by incorporating gendered
effects and interactions, such as those existing between paid and unpaid sectors of
economies.

• LGBTQ economics: postmodern, post-structuralism, literary theory, critical cul-
tural studies as treated by Deirdre McCloskey or Lee Badgett are of interest. An-
other approach would be to consider the impact of definitions of the ‘household’ in
empirical ventures such as the Survey of Consumer Purchases or for governmental
use in tax assessment or welfare payments. Similarly, we are interested in concep-
tions of ‘the family’ in economic models in labor economics, macroeconomics, and
other fields.

• Women’s contributions to sub-fields of economics: a common perception, sup-
ported by some evidence, suggests the segregation of women into particular sub-
fields of economics, including education, labor economics, and economic develop-
ment (Benito, Bosca, Ferri, and Garcia 2021). Chapters that consider the evidence
and reasons for this segregation, as well as empirical assessments of the existence of
segregation represent some potential topics. We are also interested in chapters that
surface the contributions of women in areas less considered such as econometrics,
money, and macroeconomics. Network analyses would be welcome.

• Global South women – The history of economics has been taught mainly via the
reference point of a white male from the Global North. In this seminar and book,
we seek to pay attention to the voices from the Global South, often absent in
the historiography of economics, and to fill in the absence and/or devaluation of
women and men of color in the history of economics discipline. The characters
of this book would be diverse and multifaceted, studying the role of women and
men of color in other parts of the world. Country case studies are welcomed. We
also look forward to works that argue that economics in the Global South largely
depends on improved reproductive rights, gender equitable laws on ownership and
inheritance, and education policies.
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• Colonialism, economic development, and the commons: the experience of women
in economics has not been homogeneous across the globe, as levels or degrees
of marginalization and discrimination exist. Chapters examining colonial, neo-
colonial, and post-colonial contributions of Global North women such as Joan
Robinson, Ursula Hicks, and Mary Jean Bowman would be welcome, as would be
comparisons of women working in economic development in the North compared to
the South. Also of interest are critical examinations of Elinor Ostrom’s empirical
field work on the commons and social decision-making.

Important dates and process:

We seek proposals for presentations in a virtual workshop to take place in February 2024.
From these presentations, we anticipate inviting individuals to contribute chapters for a
book to be published in the Cambridge Companion Series. Details about the series can
be found at this website34 .

• Submission of proposals for workshop presentations: please send an abstract of
maximum 500 words before December 1st, 2023 to Marianne Johnson35 and/or
Rebeca Gomez Betancourt36 .

• Acceptance of proposals for workshop presentation: acceptances will be communi-
cated to their authors on December 15, 2023.

• Submission of drafts for discussion in the workshop: drafts must be shared by
January 31st, 2024. Participants will be invited to deposit drafts into an online
folder. Details to be provided.

• Workshop: virtual workshop to be scheduled in February 2024.

• Invitation to contribute chapters: presenters invited to contribute chapters for the
Cambridge Elements will be notified by March 1, 2024.

Submission Deadline: 1 December 2023

Call for Participants

34https://www.cambridge.org/core/publications/collections/cambridge-companions
35http://johnsonm@uwosh.edu
36mailto:rebeca.gomezbetancourt@univ-lyon2.fr
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9th International FMM Summer School on ”Keynesian Macroe-
conomics and European Economic Policies” (July 2024, Berlin)

29 July - 3 August 2024 — Berlin (Germany)

The summer school aims at providing an introduction to Keynesian macroeconomics
and to the problems of European economic policies to interested graduate students (MA
and PhD) and junior researchers. It will consist of overview lectures, a panel discussion,
student study groups, an SFC lab, and a poster session. The summer school will feature
leading international researchers like Robert Blecker (USA), Yannis Dafermos (UK),
Sebastian Gechert (Germany), Eckhard Hein (Germany), Heike Joebges (Germany),
Marc Lavoie (France/Canada), Maria Nikolaidi (UK), Miriam Rehm (Austria) and Mark
Setterfield (USA), covering the following areas:

• History and Fundamentals of Post-Keynesian Macroeconomics

• Money and Macroeconomics

• Cryptoassets and financial stability

• Distribution and Growth

• Inequality and Ecology

• International and Development Economics

• Economic Policy in Practice

• Stock-Flow Consistent Modelling (SFC) (with emphasize on ecological macroeco-
nomics)

The summer school language is English. Participants will be provided with an accom-
modation and meals during the summer school. There is no participation fee for the
Summer School. Travel costs cannot be covered but a selected number of students may
receive a partial travel stipend from INET’s Young Scholar Initiative (YSI) based on
their application and travel requirements. Please note that we share your application
information with YSI for the purpose of selection of travel grants.

Application: Please apply through the web-form available on the summer school website.
The application form will ask for a short CV (as a list) and a short letter of motivation
(max. 400 words) to participate, in particular on how the Summer School relates to
your study and research interests, and the name and e-mail address of one academic
adviser who may be contacted for reference. Applicants will be informed by mid-May
and participants will be provided with a reading package.
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In case of any questions, please contact : fmm@boeckler.de37

Application Deadline: 29 February 2024

Conference ”Central Banks and the Common Good” (Paris, Jan-
uary 2024)

19 January 2024, Paris, France

We are happy to announce a conference taking place on 19 January 2024 at the Maison
de la Recherche, Sorbonne Nouvelle University, 4 Rue des Irlandais, Paris.

Anyone wishing to attend in person, please submit your details to the link38 .

Central Banks and the Common Good

Two decades of successive crises have tested the resilience of economic and financial
systems, and eroded the trust that societies place in their monetary institutions. The
financial crisis of 2007-2008 ushered in an era of turbulence, the latest manifestation
being the cost of living crisis in 2022. The return of inflation and the prospect of
economic recession lie behind a critical reappraisal of the role and actions of central
banks. This transdisciplinary international conference aims to evaluate and revisit the
strategies of US, British and European central banks over several decades in tackling
economic, political and social crises.

Les crises qui se succèdent depuis deux décennies ont éprouvé la résilience des systèmes
économiques et financiers et érodé la confiance que placent les sociétés dans leurs insti-
tutions monétaires. La crise financière de 2007-2008 a inauguré une ère de turbulences
dont la baisse brutale du pouvoir d’achat en 2022 est la dernière manifestation. Le
retour de l’inflation et le spectre de la récession économique incitent aujourd’hui à un
examen critique du rôle et de l’action des banques centrales. Ce colloque transdisci-
plinaire propose d’évaluer et de confronter les stratégies qu’adoptent, en particulier, les
banques centrales américaine, britannique et européenne depuis plusieurs décennies face
aux crises économiques, politiques et sociales.

Programme

From 8:45 Welcome coffee

9:15-9:30 Opening remarks

37mailto:fmm@boeckler.de
38mailto:https://www.pantheonsorbonne.fr/evenements/banques-centrales-et-bien-commun
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9:30-10:15 Keynote speech
Yves-Marie Péréon (Université Paris Panthéon-Assas, CERSA)
The Chairman and the President

10:15-10:30 Coffee break

Session 1 Communication & Social Policy (Chair: Laurence Harris)

10:30-11:00 Sylvérie Herbert (Banque de France)
Vers plus de clarté dans la communication des banques centrales

11:00-11:30 Stefan Kesting (University of Leeds Business School) & Hendrick Theine
(Vienna University for Economics and Business)
Central Bank communication for the common good? How can Habermas’s theory of
deliberative democracy underpin central bankers’ communication as a monetary policy
tool, a source of data on the state of the economy and as an instrument to foster a sense
of legitimacy?

11:30-12:00 Serena Merrino (University College London) & Keagile Lesame (National
Treasury, South Africa)
The effects of macroprudential policy on credit allocation in South Africa

12:00-12:30 Frédéric Lebaron (ENS Saclay, IDHES) & Aykiz Dogan (Université de Paris
1 Panthéon Sorbonne, IEDES)
La féminisation des positions dirigeantes au sein des banques centrales : quelques données
et hypothèses

12:30-14:00 Buffet lunch

14:00-14:45 Keynote speech
Shiv Chowla (Bank of England)
Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) – Public money for the public good?

14:45-15:00 Coffee break

Session 2 Central Banks & Climate Change (Chair: Jézabel Couppey-Soubeyran)

15:00-15:30 Jérôme Deyris (Université Paris Nanterre, EconomiX, CNRS)
Warning Words in a Warming World: Central Bank Communication and Climate
Change

15:30-16:00 Paola D’Orazio (Universität Chemnitz)
Navigating the Green Dilemma: Central Banks’ Quest for Climate Resilience and Market
Neutrality
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16:00-16:30 Ismail Ertürk (University of Manchester)
Green Swan Central Banking and Central Bank Mandate for Climate Risk

16:30-16:45 Coffee break

16:45-17:45 Roundtable
Banques centrales : techniciennes ou acteurs (géo)politiques ?

Jézabel Couppey-Soubeyran (Université Paris 1 Panthéon Sorbonne, CES)
Clément Fontan (Université Catholique de Louvain)
Laurence Harris (Université Sorbonne Nouvelle, CREW)
Jean-François Ponsot (Université Grenoble-Alpes, PACTE)
Laurence Scialom (Université Paris Nanterre, EconomiX)

17:45-18:00 Closing remarks

Organisers: Jézabel Couppey-Soubeyran (Université Paris 1 Panthéon Sorbonne, CES),
Laurence Harris (Université Sorbonne Nouvelle, CREW)

Partners: Centre d’Economie de la Sorbonne (CES), Centre for Research on the English-
Speaking World (CREW), Sorbonne Alliance (Université Paris 1 Panthéon Sorbonne,
Université Sorbonne Nouvelle, ESCP Business School)

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on 19 January.

Participation at the conference is free, but places are limited. Registration required by
filling this form.

Conference on ”Plantationocene: Racial Capitalism, Land and
Labour” (Braśılia, Dec. 2023)

13 - 15 December 2023 — Universidade de Braśılia, Auditório IREL/IPOL

Conference Theme: Plantationocene: Racial Capitalism, Land and Labour

Despite the centrality of the topic of labour in Cedric Robinson’s Black Marxism (1982),
studies and research in the area of labour and agrarian studies have paid little atten-
tion to the conception of racial capitalism. Robinson’s central thesis is that the first
proletariat was formed on the plantations of the colonized countries in the 16th century,
questioning the centrality of the proletariat in the factories of England to the emergence
of the labor movement. For Robinson, the uprisings of enslaved workers and the orga-
nization of maroon communities in almost every country in the Americas are the first
forms of global working class organization. Robinson’s thesis connects with Immanuel
Wallerstein’s claim of the existence of a diversity of forms of labour as the basis of
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capitalism. Thus, Robinson questions the centrality of wage labor to global capitalism.
This conference aims to ask about labor and land from a racial-ethnic perspective, thus
how the notion of racial capitalism elucidates the debate in labour studies and agrarian
studies, involving studies on maroon movements and racism in the countryside, making
the Plantationocene explicit.

The Plantationocene, in Haraway’s terms (2015), appropriates the notion of (colonial and
imperialist) ’plantation’ practices of appropriation and exploitation of land, agriculture,
pastures, and forests, as extractive plantations (monocultures), relying on slave labor and
other forms of exploited, alienated, and largely migrant labor. This colonial heritage is
perpetuated in contemporary times, and the Plantationocene is also present in the global
production of industrialized meat, in the huge monocultures and replacement of multi-
species forests by monoculture tree plantations, such as the African palm tree, expanding
the exploitation of (racialized) labour and compromising the sustenance of human and
non-human creatures. The notion of the Plantationocene is, therefore, about the logic of
large-scale production based on the overexploitation of labor, the basis of the productive
organization of the plantation, which offered the model for the industrial organization
of factories. Moreover, the Plantationocene reminds us that profound changes in the
planet’s ecology began and continue based on industrial agriculture that contributes
massively to carbon emissions, among other harmful aspects to the environment.

For further information please visit the website39 .

Workshop: Alternative Approaches to Innovation in a Dynamic
World (Madrid, March 2024)

7-8 March, 2024 — Madrid, Spain

This event is scheduled to take place on March 7th and 8th 2024 at Universidad Com-
plutense de Madrid and aims to facilitate inclusive discussions among a diverse group of
participants, including doctoral students from Spain and the broader region. Further-
more, each day will start with a special session with keynote speakers, followed by the
student sessions where the participant will have the chance to present their research and
receive contributions.

The selected participants will receive accommodation and a partial travel stipend. Ap-
plications including short motivation letters and abstracts (max 200 words) are expected
by January 31st, 2024. We invite to young scholars to send proposal on the following
topics:

• Innovation

39https://www.even3.com.br/capitalismoracial/
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• Industrial Policy

• Structural Change

• Investment and Financial Constraints

• Monetary and Fiscal Policy

Application form: https://forms.gle/cSxLvjuhURKGTZbR940

Conference Papers, Reports, and Podcasts

Smith and Marx Walk into a Bar: A History of Economics Pod-
cast: Episode 73

The recent episode of Smith and Marx Walk into a Bar: A History of Economics Pod-
cast is out now. This week, the hosts Jennifer Jhun, François Allisson, and Çınla Akdere
are joined by Glory M. Liu (Johns Hopkins University) to discuss her new book, Adam
Smith’s America: How a Scottish Philosopher Became an Icon of American Capitalism.

Please find a link here41 .

Job Postings

Delft University of Technology, Netherlands

Job title: PhD position in International Value Chain Economics

The Economics of Technology and Innovation (ETI) section of Delft University of Tech-
nology (TU Delft) offers a 4-year PhD position to support its research on international
value chains at.

International value chains are a defining feature of the globalization wave of the 1990s
and 2000s and are currently in the process of being reorganized. This reinforces the
general interest in technology, economic policies, and geopolitical events as drivers of

40https://forms.gle/cSxLvjuhURKGTZbR9
41https://hetpodcast.libsyn.com/episode-seventy-three
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international production networks but also opens up new questions, such as the vulner-
ability of value chains and possible remedies.

Applicants are expected to perform research in the field of global value chain economics
and complete a PhD dissertation within four years. They conduct quantitative research
that is both original and related to ’real world’ problems, thereby contributing to the
broad research agenda of the ETI section.

Location: Delft, Netherlands, Starting date: between 01-04-2024 and 01-09-2024.

Job requirements

• A Master’s degree in Economics, International Development, Political Science,
Supply Chain Management, International Business Management or a related field.
Irrespective of your background, you have a good knowledge of economics and a
genuine interest in global interactions.

• Work experience with large datasets, economic models and programming skills
(e.g. in R, STATA, Python).

• Excellent study results.

• Strong and explicit interest and motivation for scientific research in international
economics and international value chains.

• A willingness to work in teams and a multidisciplinary environment, with engineers
and scholars in social sciences and humanities, is important.

The full details of the job posting are found here42 .

Application Deadline: 5 January 2024

Europa-Universität Flensburg, Germany

Job Title: 1 Year Post-Doc Research Associate

The Europa University Flensburg has an interesting job offer: the Interdisciplinary Cen-
tre for European Studies at Europa-Universität Flensburg seeks to fill a one-year Post-
Doc position where the main task is to develop a grant proposal. Please note that the
Centre stands for a very broad definition of European Studies.

42https://www.tudelft.nl/over-tu-delft/werken-bij-tu-delft/vacatures/details/

?nPostingId=5213&nPostingTargetId=15148&
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The idea of the position is that the applicant submits this proposal to finance her or
his position beyond the one-year contract period. Thus, the position comes with a lot
of freedom to develop one’s own research project. Moreover, the academic environment
at the EUF in general, but at the ICES in particular is very amicable and stimulating.
There are a lot of very interesting scholars working on timely topics such as the political
economy of socio-ecological transitions, global inequality or energy transformations. For
question please contact Claudius Graebner-Radkowitsch43 .

You can find more information about the posing here44 .

Application Deadline: 15 December 2023

HTW Berlin, Germany

Job Title: Professor in International and Development Economics (1 year)

The HTW Berlin is seeking a temporary replacement for the role of a professor in the
field of General Economics, particularly International and Development Economics, in
the Department of Business and Legal Studies. This position is for the period from April
1, 2024, to March 31, 2029.

The candidate should hold a university degree in Economics and represent the field
of General Economics with a focus on ”International and Development Economics” in
teaching. We are looking for a candidate with a PhD, relevant teaching experience, and
international experience in research, publication, and practice (including securing third-
party funding), both in relation to industrialized countries and developing and emerging
countries. Participation in academic self-administration is expected.

The teaching responsibilities will be in the programs of Department 3 – Business and
Legal Studies, primarily in the Master’s program ”International and Development Eco-
nomics” and in the Bachelor’s and Master’s program ”International Business” in En-
glish, and in the Bachelor’s program ”Business Administration” in German. The ability
to teach in both German and English and experience in supervising student research
projects and academic theses, including at the Master’s level, is a prerequisite.

Research and teaching experience in the following areas are desired (in order of priority),
although applicants do not necessarily need to have experience in all the listed areas:

• International economics

• Microeconomics / Microeconomics and development

43mailto:claudius.graebner-radkowitsch@uni-flensburg.de
44https://jobs.uni-flensburg.de/jobposting/f37a5e3cd351e8e3a25c51eab38b4760e3b4b7470
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• Macroeconomics / Macroeconomics and development

• Environmental and resource economics

• Qualitative and quantitative research methods in economics and social sciences

• Agricultural economics and sustainability management

• Regional studies / Regional economics

• Economics of European integration

• Development theories and development policies

• Institutions and socio-economic development

• Entrepreneurship, innovation, and development

Applicants must meet the hiring requirements according to § 100 of the Berlin Higher
Education Act. The employment is on a part-time basis of 18 semester hours per week
with a monthly salary corresponding to the W2 salary group.

HTW Berlin promotes equality and a discrimination-free environment. It offers good
conditions for balancing family and career and cooperates with the Dual Career Network
Berlin. Therefore, women are expressly encouraged to apply. Applicants with disabilities
will be given preferential consideration if they have the same qualifications.

For more information, please visit our website.

Please send your meaningful application (by email as ONE PDF document) by December
4, 2023, to the Dean of the Department of Business and Legal Studies at HTW Berlin,
Prof. Dr. Peter Zaumseil. The email address is: dekan-fb3@htw-berlin.de45 Contact
person: Prof. Dr. Peter Zaumseil, Email: dekan-fb3@htw-berlin.de46

Johannes Kepler University of Linz, Austria

New research center for socio-ecological transformation is soliciting state-
ment of interests

Due to successful project acquisitions – most notable the START Prize of the Austrian
Science Fund for the project SETER47 – the Institute for Comprehensive Analysis of

45mailto:dekan-fb3@htw-berlin.de
46mailto:dekan-fb3@htw-berlin.de
47https://www.fwf.ac.at/en/discover/awards/fwf-start-awards/2023
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the Economy48 at the Johannes Kepler University of Linz will expand its research group
in the field of the political economy of socio-ecological transformation in the course of
2024.

Context

In the face of escalating multiple crisis phenomena, i.e. the interplay of social, eco-
nomic, political and ecological crises, it is no longer a question of whether socio-ecological
transformation will take place, but how. Overshooting planetary boundaries, such as
climate change, biodiversity loss, or ocean acidification, requires far-reaching changes
in production, consumption, and lifestyles. At the same time, however, enormous so-
cioeconomic inequalities and shortfalls in health, education, political participation, and
gender equality persist, both nationally and internationally. Thus, on the one hand,
the SETER project deals with the preconditions and different scenarios of sustainable
socio-economic transformation.

On the other hand, the project focuses on the role of the currently prevailing economic
thinking in this process. More specifically, we will examine in detail how mainstream
economic thinking, which largely analyzes economic action in isolation from social and
environmental implications, is an additional and central obstacle to the necessary pro-
found transformation. The impact of economic thinking will be located and analyzed in
the field of knowledge production and transfer, but also in the field of political reform
debates and public discourses. In recent years, it has become clear that (i) a narrow
understanding of economic rationality, (ii) the unquestionability of economic growth,
(iii) the sole focus on competitively organized markets as the superior form of economic
interaction, and (iv) the associated primary focus on individual incentive structures
significantly limit the possibilities and scenarios of sustainable socio-economic transfor-
mation.

Statements of interest

Against this background, we aim to expand our interdisciplinary research group at the
Institute for Comprehensive Analysis of the Economy and search for colleagues with
an (interdisciplinary) background in heterodox economic traditions (particularly ecolog-
ical economics), social studies of economics and political economy. Methodologically,
we seek expertise in both, qualitative and quantitative methods as well as expertise in
economic modeling related to issues of socio-ecological transformation (e.g. IO-Analysis,
ecologically informed SCF-models, material flow analysis. . . ). Furthermore, we aim to
establish and further deepen transdisciplinary collaborations with organizations work-
ing in the field of just transition and de-growth. Therefore, interest or experience in
science communication and with collaborations with political and societal actors is also
important to us.

48http://www.jku.at/icae
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If you think your profile and skills fit this agenda and if you would like to come to Linz
to join the Institute for Comprehensive Analysis of the Economy, please do let us know
and send us a copy of your CV and a (short) statement of interest commenting on your
main motivation(s) to come to Linz (to either stephan.puehringer@jku.at49 and/or
jakob.kapeller@jku.at50 ).

Saint Peter’s University, USA (1/2)

Job Title: Tenure-Track Assistant Professor in Corporate Finance

The Department of Economics and Finance at Saint Peter’s University invites applica-
tions for a tenure-track appointment at the Assistant Professor level beginning in the Fall
of 2024. Candidates should preferably have already earned (or are near the completion
of) a Ph.D. in economics.

Candidates should be committed to excellence in both teaching and scholarly research.
The successful candidate will teach courses at both the undergraduate and graduate
levels in corporate finance, econometrics and quantitative methods, and specialized eco-
nomics and finance areas, such as behavioral economics and/or ecological economics.
Candidates should also be willing to teach introductory principles-level courses. Strict
preference will be given to the candidate with an ability to demonstrate a teaching and
research agenda involving the financialization of the business enterprise.

Saint Peter’s University is a liberal arts university with a demonstrated commitment to
diversity. EOE.

Candidates should electronically submit a cover letter, CV, graduate transcript, research
sample, three letters of recommendation, teaching evaluations, statement of teaching
philosophy, and statement on academic pluralism to Devin T. Rafferty, Chair of the
Department of Economics and Finance, Saint Peter’s University, 2641 John F. Kennedy
Blvd., Jersey City, New Jersey, USA, 07306 at the following website51 .

The cover letter should speak to how you would build an active classroom setting when
dealing with complex conceptual economic and financial issues in a diverse educational
environment, and the academic pluralism statement should demonstrate expertise in
multiple approaches to the discipline. Applications will be accepted until the position is
filled.

49mailto:stephan.puehringer@jku.at
50mailto:jakob.kapeller@jku.at
51https://saintpeters.peopleadmin.com/
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Saint Peter’s University, USA (2/2)

Job Title: Tenure-Track Assistant Professor in Microeconomics

The Department of Economics and Finance at Saint Peter’s University invites applica-
tions for a tenure-track appointment at the Assistant Professor level beginning in the Fall
of 2024. Candidates should preferably have already earned (or are near the completion
of) a Ph.D. in economics.

Candidates should be committed to excellence in both teaching and scholarly research.
The successful candidate will teach courses at both the undergraduate and graduate
levels in microeconomics and specialized topics within finance, although they should
also be willing to teach econometrics and quantitative methods as well as introductory
macroeconomics courses. The ability to oversee and administer the Department’s Stu-
dent Managed Investment Fund will be a significant asset.

Saint Peter’s University is a liberal arts university with a demonstrated commitment to
diversity. EOE.

Candidates should electronically submit a cover letter, CV, graduate transcript, research
sample, three letters of recommendation, teaching evaluations, statement of teaching
philosophy, and statement on academic pluralism to Devin T. Rafferty, Chair of the
Department of Economics and Finance, Saint Peter’s University, 2641 John F. Kennedy
Blvd., Jersey City, New Jersey, USA, 07306 at the following website52 .

The cover letter should speak to how you would build an active classroom setting when
dealing with complex conceptual economic and financial issues in a diverse educational
environment, and the academic pluralism statement should demonstrate expertise in
multiple approaches to the discipline. Applications will be accepted until the position is
filled.

University of Bath, UK

Job Title: Lecturer (Teaching) in Business Economics

The University of Bath School of Management53 is seeking to appoint an Assistant
Professor (Lecturer - Teaching) in Business Economics, to join the Business Economics
Group of the Marketing, Business & Society Division54 .

52https://saintpeters.peopleadmin.com/
53https://www.bath.ac.uk/jobs/about%3Ablank
54https://www.bath.ac.uk/jobs/about%3Ablank
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The School of Management is a vibrant and productive community. In the 2021 Re-
search Excellence Framework (REF), Times Higher ranked the School 7th in the UK for
Business and Management Studies and 4th in the UK for its research environment. 93%
of research is classed as world leading and internationally excellent. It was ranked 1st for
Marketing (the Complete University Guide 2021) and 3rd for Business & Management
Studies (the Complete University Guide 2021).

The Business Economics group plays an active role in many areas of the School and
achieves teaching excellence on our highly rated undergraduate and master’s degrees.
We offer a strongly supportive environment for all our students, from undergraduate to
PhD, and deliver a first-class student experience. The successful candidate will have
proven ability for teaching, ideally including previous experience of teaching economics
to business/management focussed students.

Further information

The School is currently undergoing a period of faculty expansion and facility improve-
ment, which includes the development of a state-of-the-art new building. Informal en-
quiries may be made to Dr Sarah Glozer, Head of the Marketing, Business & Society
Division ( S.Glozer@bath.ac.uk55 ) and Dr Rob Branston, Subject Group Lead for Busi-
ness Economics ( J.R.Branston@bath.ac.uk56 ).

For further information and application please visit the website57 .

Application Deadline: 11 December 2023

University of Queensland, Australia

Job title: Post-doc on social science approaches to rapid decarbonisation

About the role

This is an opportunity for two Postdoctoral Research Fellows to join a multi-disciplinary
team of scholars focused on understanding and overcoming community roadblocks to
achieving net-zero. In the last 15 years, humans emitted a quarter of the greenhouse
gases ever emitted by our species. Reversing this trajectory will require extraordinary
levels of community support in the face of painful transformations of our society. This
project will understand the psychological factors underpinning climate (in)action, test
strategies capable of catalysing action, and deliver a suite of impact tools for government,
industry, and green innovators. The significant benefits that will emerge will assist

55mailto:S.Glozer@bath.ac.uk
56mailto:J.R.Branston@bath.ac.uk
57https://www.bath.ac.uk/jobs/Vacancy.aspx?ref=KW11180
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in future-proofing the economy, increasing government flexibility to drive change, and
reducing social conflict. The project will inform Australia’s transition from a fossil fuel
dependent economy to a leader in rapid decarbonisation.

Application Instructions

Visit the Instats jobs page58 to apply.

Application Deadline: 20 December 2023

Awards

2023 EAEPE prizes: Winners’ statements

The statements of the 2023 EAEPE prizes winners have now become available on the
EAEPE website.

Robinson prize:
The 2023 EAEPE Robinson Prize went ex aequo to (1) Edith Kuiper for her book titled
A Herstory of Economics published by Polity, (2) Thomas Marois for his book titled Pub-
lic Banks: Decarbonisation, Definancialisation and Democratisation published by Cam-
bridge University Press and (3) Cecilia Rikap for her book titled Capitalism, Power and
Innovation: Intellectual Monopoly Capitalism Uncovered published by Routledge. Read
the statements here: https://eaepe.org/?page=awards&side=eaepe joan robinson prize&sub=202359

Kapp prize:
The 2023 EAEPE Kapp Prize went ex aequo to (1) Karsten Kohler for his paper titled
“Capital flows and geographically uneven economic dynamics: A monetary perspective”
published in Environment and Planning A: Economy and Space and (2) Roberta Terra-
nova and Enrico M. Turco for their paper titled “Concentration, stagnation and inequal-
ity: An agent-based approach” published in the Journal of Economic Behavior and Orga-
nization. Read the statements here: https://eaepe.org/?page=awards&side=eaepe william kapp prize&sub=202360

Simon prize:
The 2023 EAEPE Simon Prize went ex aequo to (1) Mads R. Hansen and Natalia I.
Molina for their paper titled “Democratizing Finance: The ‘Citizen Fund’ as an Insti-
tutional Proposal to Structurally Consider Non-Pecuniary Returns in Investment Deci-

58https://instats.org/?showjob=yes&jobid=social-science-appro53&v=jobs&utm_campaign=

website&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Sendgrid
59https://eaepe.org/?page=awards&side=eaepe__joan_robinson_prize&sub=2023
60https://eaepe.org/?page=awards&side=eaepe__william_kapp_prize&sub=2023
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sions” and (2) Nitin Nair for his paper titled ““When Minsky and Godley Met Struc-
turalism: A Stock-flow Consistent Approach to the Currency Hierarchy”. Read the state-
ments here: https://eaepe.org/?page=awards&side=eaepe herbert simon prize&sub=202361

Call for Nominations: ESHET Awards 2024

The ESHET Council is inviting nominations for the Awards that will be announced at
the next annual Conference in Graz, Austria, 9-11 May 2024.

1. The BEST MONOGRAPH AWARD is for the best book (not necessarily
written in English) in the history of economic thought published during 2022 or
2023. The author can be from any part of the world. The winner will be invited to
attend the Society Conference that follows the announcement of the prize to deliver
the Jérôme-Adolphe Blanqui Lecture. Note that, in supplement, the Council can
also give a BEST SCHOLARLY EDITION AWARD.

2. The HISTORY OF ECONOMIC ANALYSIS AWARD is for the best article
(not necessarily written in English) in the history of economic thought, published
in the issue of a scientific journal during 2022 or 2023. Candidates can be from
any part of the world. The winner will be invited to attend the Society Conference
that follows the announcement of the prize, and will receive 500 euro.

3. The ESHET YOUNG RESEARCHER AWARD. This prize recognizes schol-
arly achievements of historians of economic thought at an early stage of their ca-
reer. The prize is awarded to scholars below the age of 40 at the time of the
annual conference in recognition of outstanding publications in the history of eco-
nomic thought. It consists of 1,000 euro and a waiving of the conference fee when
the prize is awarded.

4. The GILLES DOSTALER AWARD is an award created in the memory of
Gilles Dostaler, thanks to the generosity of his widow Marielle Cauchy. This prize
recognizes scholarly achievements of young research fellows working on one of Gilles
Dostaler’s many fields of interest — e.g., Marx and Classical political economy,
Keynes, Hayek, critical approaches to free markets theories, relationships between
economics, politics, philosophy and ethics, etc. It is awarded to scholars below
the age of 35 at the time of the annual conference in recognition of an outstanding
article not necessarily already published or published within the two previous years.
It consists of 500 euro and a waiving of the conference fee when the prize is awarded.

61https://eaepe.org/?page=awards&side=eaepe__herbert_simon_prize&sub=2023
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Nominations should be sent as soon as possible, but not later than 30 December 2023
to the Chair of the relevant panel:

1. Best Book Award & Scholarly Edition Award: Renee Prendergast ( r.prendergast@qub.ac.uk62

)

2. Best Article Award: Nathalie Sigot ( nathalie.sigot@univ-paris1.fr63 )

3. Young Researcher Award: Carlo Zappia ( carlo.zappia@unisi.it64 )

4. Gilles Dostaler Award: Michel Zouboulakis ( mzoub@uth.gr65 )

Please note also the following points:

Self-nominations are not accepted for any of the prizes.

(1) Nominations for the book and article prizes should include:

• Full bibliographic details of the book or article.

• A short statement (in English) of why the book or article merits being considered
for a prize.

• An electronic copy of the book or article, if this is available

(2) Nominations for the Young Researcher Award should include:

• A short resume stating the achievements of the candidate.

• A CV with list of publications.

Subsequently each nominee will be asked to submit to the Council three publications on
which s/he wishes to be judged. The final decision on each of the prizes will be made
by the Council of ESHET in Liège.

Rules for Awards

• No current member of the Council, Executive Committee or Senate is eligible for
an academic prize or grant awarded by ESHET.

• Nobody can receive more than one award of the Society for the same work.

62mailto:r.prendergast@qub.ac.uk
63mailto:nathalie.sigot@univ-paris1.fr
64mailto:carlo.zappia@unisi.it
65mailto:mzoub@uth.gr
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• Any member of an awarding committee needs to declare the extent of his/her
institutional connections and/or extent of collaboration with the persons eligible
for academic prizes.

Nomination Deadline: 30 December 2023

Journals

American Journal of Economics and Sociology 82 (5)

The New Leviathan: Usurping Democracy and the Rule of Law

Issue Edited by: Elizabeth Woodworth, Matthew Witt, Clifford W. Cobb

Introduction

Elizabeth Woodworth, Matthew Witt, Clifford W. Cobb: The new leviathan: Usurping
democracy and the rule of law66

Original Articles

David Bell: Pandemic preparedness and the road to international fascism67

Harvey A. Risch : Plausibility, not science, has dominated public discussions of the
COVID pandemic68

66http://el.wiley.com/ls/click?upn=3P-2FFNDAGSso-2BACQqCJSxZQYXuyDFuSyQWVXTOVuATZfE2ZYhBvN14MKB0KVXOLGO8obGng7vSyli3t-

2BN6pmyphFab0LHwZcP25fwP4m3hM44uGo70oSc7rCjUz-2BJJC41R7WvwqWmMgbXA7ZS4fVGooWF-

2BdhVUGrAFzjcjKhL8GNZZs5N279iFNM48rnoVPyvgN2AkYtSRRhA9ZISeBRGmItKud0wpHx8Y30ZB72ot146H60VHli9gI5HQ3VvQs3faUTBCDmZWSDD1NO9lCr8JOkRP6xdXevi0pqRR9zk5xpMkX8GqvtKa-

2FAtsUsOHSGfSEDYjGqfg6eL0-2Bvv5YoWNPmJsvI6vSh9pCyrZvf0YJDiW4CSoEkaAALG093UBBn55G1NM4BtjzMUYYPc6EKudLJu1u6X4-

2BRSU5-2BLv5SFMRU-3DTrfz_47UfRuHLRkp8L5QyWCIRf-2ByY9yYol5HJbOlo424UasRfhcInymzrLgqMSD0R7GEUvHyZHtYnk6RogegQOJ4vaACxOp596Gwd0LbubBJE1xluKVQ8yeqHblx1WUDje0KO38jPJ1GxX4C019oVEypQvsbtqUZ6BA6EJi4cQC0uw1z1Jm0rsxb631rSssth8OLiV3hrNoLes-

2BHxYl0w6tB9K6GP3LJcPlqkw1quQkSSoS7Tj3pPPDVm-2FLwohGmMoLxWrpYBry4kT56S-

2BEPT7EJljvpKBxi-2FcNLea3nfqmTEybVm4uUWSTdaP-2FUurg6koWid
67http://el.wiley.com/ls/click?upn=3P-2FFNDAGSso-2BACQqCJSxZQYXuyDFuSyQWVXTOVuATZfE2ZYhBvN14MKB0KVXOLGO8obGng7vSyli3t-

2BN6pmyphFab0LHwZcP25fwP4m3hM44uGo70oSc7rCjUz-2BJJC41R7WvwqWmMgbXA7ZS4fVGooWF-

2BdhVUGrAFzjcjKhL8GNZZs5N279iFNM48rnoVPyvgN2AkYtSRRhA9ZISeBRGmItKud0wpHx8Y30ZB72ot146H60VHli9gI5HQ3VvQs3faUTBCDmZWSDD1NO9lCr8JOkRP6xdXevi0pqRR9zk5xpMkX8GqvtKa-

2FAtsUsOHSGfRcd-2B6YmCpCzycl6i4F3STC7TlvJQxa33nZlB4VhtAgpzp6T8qxMmgj1TPbFtFMsCmAKKs-

2BySfaUv2KMylpuii8GgK6lbd-2B13ePBdvmseXxc-3DC2E2_47UfRuHLRkp8L5QyWCIRf-

2ByY9yYol5HJbOlo424UasRfhcInymzrLgqMSD0R7GEUvHyZHtYnk6RogegQOJ4vaACxOp596Gwd0LbubBJE1xlmoMFoe4DFsRsvNYDms6zzisG4om1whvaxW-

2B5qfW0dWvABJiiWNhTX5mgEvBtUA9s4xalePJhdw1E9Ieg7RvNhjqgI3hnz9Oc2aDRG89C84fqWQz4LB2OJRIX0WRgG3CNtA6nY-

2BNnhkN6F7KY5dkGmUXJss10vsW9SIJLM6f7WZ6TszyICRDMII78X5s2V1-2BNfvOhhubGzAyRkVR74u6Y-2B
68http://el.wiley.com/ls/click?upn=3P-2FFNDAGSso-2BACQqCJSxZQYXuyDFuSyQWVXTOVuATZfE2ZYhBvN14MKB0KVXOLGO8obGng7vSyli3t-

2BN6pmyphFab0LHwZcP25fwP4m3hM44uGo70oSc7rCjUz-2BJJC41R7WvwqWmMgbXA7ZS4fVGooWF-

2BdhVUGrAFzjcjKhL8GNZZs5N279iFNM48rnoVPyvgN2AkYtSRRhA9ZISeBRGmItKud0wpHx8Y30ZB72ot146H60VHli9gI5HQ3VvQs3faUTBCDmZWSDD1NO9lCr8JOkRP6xdXevi0pqRR9zk5xpMkX8GqvtKa-

2FAtsUsOHSGfckdq05q8LAl4SfJKOEGrLo6sroelRrFMQK94igJ6JEOB5hVdVOb7KkT46veM63gH21KS3he2817R9dI9f7HL-

2FAXV4UY0anl3yPR9V2zAfSM-3DtmUX_47UfRuHLRkp8L5QyWCIRf-2ByY9yYol5HJbOlo424UasRfhcInymzrLgqMSD0R7GEUvHyZHtYnk6RogegQOJ4vaACxOp596Gwd0LbubBJE1xmWMsJ7WpR2zUKH9J60VhoBYhC8gAlsTMX7AA0nTnEo1D8nBTugmS4m93WUrX-
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Robert Calvert Jump and Engelbert Stockhammer: Revisiting the hysteresis hypothe-
sis: an ARIMAX approach202

Mark Setterfield: Will hysteresis effects afflict the US economy during the post-COVID-
19 recovery? 203

Research Articles

Sergio Cesaratto and Eladio Febrero: Central Bank Digital Currencies: a proper reac-
tion to private digital money?204

Manuel David Cruz and Daniele Tavani: Secular stagnation: a Classical–Marxian view
205

Books and Book Series

Alvin Hansen: Seeking a Suitable Stabilization - An Academic
Biography

Robert J. Bigg — Palgrave, 2023

This book examines the academic life of Alvin Hansen and his contribution to mod-
ern economics. Through tracing the development of his early work and pre-Keynesian
ideas, the influence of Keynes and the 1937-8 recession on the direction of his work is ex-
plored, particularly in relation to his theoretical backing of the New Deal and subsequent
American policy. The subsequent chapters focus on his later work on secular stagnation,
savings and investment, American Keynesianism, managing the post-war mixed economy
and the often overlooked contributions to global questions and wider aspects of political
economy and public policy. This book aims to highlight the intellectual influence and
academic value of Alvin Hansen’s work. It will be relevant to students and researchers
interested in economic policy, political economy, and the history of economic thought.
Robert J. Bigg holds a PhD from the University of Cambridge in the history of economic
thought. His research interests include the development of monetary and macroeconomic
theory and intellectual biography. Previously published works include Cambridge and
the Monetary Theory of Production together with entries for The New Palgrave: A
Dictionary of Economics, and The Palgrave Companion to Oxford Economics.

202https://edwardelgarpublishing.cmail20.com/t/r-l-tisdtht-nykukiyult-o/
203https://edwardelgarpublishing.cmail20.com/t/r-l-tisdtht-nykukiyult-b/
204https://edwardelgarpublishing.cmail20.com/t/r-l-tisdtht-nykukiyult-n/
205https://edwardelgarpublishing.cmail20.com/t/r-l-tisdtht-nykukiyult-p/
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Please find a link to the book here.206

Empire of Normality Neurodiversity and Capitalism

by Robert Chapman — 2023, Pluto Press

Neurodiversity is on the rise. Awareness and diagnoses have exploded in recent years,
but we are still missing a wider understanding of how we got here and why. Beyond
simplistic narratives of normativity and difference, this groundbreaking book exposes the
very myth of the ’normal’ brain as a product of intensified capitalism.Exploring the rich
histories of the neurodiversity and disability movements, Robert Chapman shows how the
rise of capitalism created an ’empire of normality’ that transformed our understanding
of the body into that of a productivity machine.

Please find a link to the book here207 .

Foundations of Real-World Economics: What Every Economics
Student Needs to Know

John Komlos — Routledge, 2019

This textbook demonstrates how misleading it can be to apply oversimplified models
of perfect competition to the real world. The math works well on college blackboards
but not so well on the Main Streets of America. This volume explores the realities
of oligopolies, the real impact of the minimum wage, the double-edged sword of free
trade, and other ways in which powerful institutions cause distortions in the mainstream
models. Bringing together the work of key scholars, such as Kahneman, Minsky, and
Schumpeter, this book demonstrates how we should take into account the inefficiencies
that arise due to asymmetric information, mental biases, unequal distribution of wealth
and power, and the manipulation of demand. This textbook offers students a valuable
introductory text with insights into the workings of real markets not just imaginary ones
formulated by blackboard economists.

Please find a link to the book here.208

206https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-42216-4
207https://www.plutobooks.com/9780745348667/empire-of-normality/?utm_source=Pluto+Press+

Newsletters&utm_campaign=ecf6134342-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_11_22_01_36&utm_medium=email&

utm_term=0_-ecf6134342-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
208https://www.amazon.de/Foundations-Real-World-Economics-John-Komlos/dp/1138296546
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Global Marx History and Critique of the Social Movement in the
World Market

Edited by Matteo Battistini, Eleonora Cappuccilli, and Maurizio Ricciardi — 2023,
Haymarketbooks

Global Marx coheres a collective assessment of Marx’s account of capital’s domination,
through his critique of disciplinary languages, investigation of political structures and
analysis of specific political spaces within the world market. His discourse appears here
as global not only because global is the geography of the world market but also because
Marx redefined the relationships between the spaces on which capital exerts its command.
Global Marx proves that Marx’s texts do not identify any global working class, nor a
centre of power to be conquered, but show that – within and against the world market
– there is a social movement that is irreducible to any identity or to a single space from
whose perspective one can write a universal history of class struggle.

Contributors are: Luca Basso, Michele Basso, Matteo Battistini, Eleonora Cappuc-
cilli, Michele Cento, Luca Cobbe, Isabella Consolati, Niccolò Cuppini, Roberta Ferrari,
Michele Filippini, Giorgio Grappi, Maurizio Merlo, Mario Piccinini, Fabio Raimondi,
Maurizio Ricciardi, Paola Rudan, and Federico Tomasello.

Please find a link to the book here209 .

Individuality and Entanglement: The Moral and Material Bases
of Social Life

By Herbert Gintis — 2017, Princeton University Press

In this book, acclaimed economist Herbert Gintis ranges widely across many fields—including
economics, psychology, anthropology, sociology, moral philosophy, and biology—to pro-
vide a rigorous transdisciplinary explanation of some fundamental characteristics of
human societies and social behavior. Because such behavior can be understood only
through transdisciplinary research, Gintis argues, Individuality and Entanglement ad-
vances the effort to unify the behavioral sciences by developing a shared analytical
framework—one that bridges research on gene-culture coevolution, the rational-actor
model, game theory, and complexity theory. At the same time, the book persuasively
demonstrates the rich possibilities of such transdisciplinary work.

Everything distinctive about human social life, Gintis argues, flows from the fact that
we construct and then play social games. Indeed, society itself is a game with rules, and

209https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/2137-global-marx
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politics is the arena in which we affirm and change these rules. Individuality is central
to our species because the rules do not change through inexorable macrosocial forces.
Rather, individuals band together to change the rules. Our minds are also socially
entangled, producing behavior that is socially rational, although it violates the standard
rules of individually rational choice. Finally, a moral sense is essential for playing games
with socially constructed rules. People generally play by the rules, are ashamed when
they break the rules, and are offended when others break the rules, even in societies that
lack laws, government, and jails.

Throughout the book, Gintis shows that it is only by bringing together the behavioral
sciences that such basic aspects of human behavior can be understood.

Please find a link to the book here210 .

Marx, A French Passion The Reception of Marx and Marxisms
in France’s Political-Intellectual Life

edited by Jean-Numa Ducange and Anthony Burlaud — 2023, Brill

Despite the collapse of Soviet-style socialism, the spectre of Marx still haunts the French
imagination. This is no accident, in a country whose intellectual life and political history
have long been marked by his multiple presences. This volume offers a historical and
sociological insight into the way his thought has been received in the French context,
from his own lifetime to the present. Analysing Marx’s place and influence in the French
intellectual, political and artistic debate – across the political spectrum and even in the
French-speaking colonial world – it helps us understand the uses and misuses of an œuvre
of paramount importance.

Please find a link to the book here211 .

Media, Economy and Society: A Critical Introduction

by Christian Fuchs — 2023, Routledge

This guide to the critical study of the media economy in society teaches students how
to critically analyse the political economy of communication and the media. The book
introduces a variety of methods and topics, including the political economy of commu-
nication in capitalism, media concentration, advertising, global media and transnational

210https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691172910/individuality-and-

entanglement
211https://brill.com/edcollbook/title/63972
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media corporations, class relations and working conditions in the capitalist media and
communication industry, the Internet and digital media, the information society and
digital capitalism, the public sphere, Public Service Media, the Public Service Internet
and the political economy of media management. Each chapter features a highly acces-
sible introduction, recommended readings and lots of practical exercises where you will
apply the Political Economy approach to concrete examples and cases.

Please find a link to the book here212 .

Sylvain Maréchal, The Godless Man

by Maurice Dommanget, edited by Mitchell Abidor — Brill, 2023

The first book by the great French radical historian Maurice Dommanget (1888–1976)
to be translated into English, this book is an engaging, sympathetic telling of the life
and works of Sylvain Maréchal (1750–1803), an unjustly forgotten figure of the French
Revolutionary era. Maréchal was not only a militant atheist and opponent of royalty,
but, as the author of the Manifesto of the Equals he laid the groundwork for modern
communism.

Please find a link to the book here213 .

The ’Labour Question’ and the Genesis of Social Theory in Im-
perial Germany (1884-1899)

by Victor Strazzeri — 2023, Haymarket Books

The Young Max Weber and German Social Democracy examines the formative years of
the classic social thinker once called the ’bourgeois Marx,’ specifically focusing on his re-
lationship to the foremost working-class organization of his time. Offering groundbreak-
ing insights, Victor Strazzeri argues that Weber’s early engagement with the standpoint
of the rural worker — not his later study of the ethics of ascetic Protestant entrepreneurs
— first convinced him of the central role of culture in human agency. The crisis of liber-
alism in a rapidly modernising, conflict-ridden Imperial Germany embarking on colonial
expansion is cast as the decisive setting for the genesis of Weberian social thought,
with the rising labour movement, in turn, serving as the young Weber’s little-known yet
crucial interlocutor.

212https://fuchsc.net/books/media-economy-and-society-a-critical-introduction/
213https://brill.com/display/title/64703
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Please find a link to the book here214 .

The Penguin History of Economics

by Roger E. Backhouse — 2023, Penguin Books

The definitive guide to the history of economic thought, fully revised twenty years after
first publication. Roger Backhouse’s definitive guide takes the story of economic thinking
from the ancient world to the present day, with a brand-new chapter on the twenty-first
century and updates throughout to reflect the latest scholarship. Covering topics includ-
ing globalisation, inequality, financial crises and the environment, Backhouse brings his
breadth of expertise and a contemporary lens to this original and insightful exploration
of economics, revealing how we got to where we are today.

Please find a link to the book here215 .

The Routledge Handbook of the Political Economy of Health
and Healthcare

Edited by David Primrose, Rodney Loeppky, and Robin Chang, Routledge, 2024

This handbook provides a comprehensive and critical overview of the gamut of contem-
porary issues around health and healthcare from a political economy perspective. Its
contributions present a unique challenge to prevailing economic accounts of health and
healthcare, which narrowly focus on individual behaviour and market processes. Instead,
the capacity of the human body to reach its full potential, and the ability of society to
prevent disease and cure illness, are demonstrated to be shaped by a broader array of
political economic processes. The material conditions in which societies produce, dis-
tribute, exchange, consume, and reproduce – and the operation of power relations therein
– influence all elements of human health: from food consumption and workplace safety, to
inequality, healthcare and housing, and even the biophysical conditions in which humans
live. The volume explores these concerns across five sections. First, it introduces and
critically engages with a variety of established and cutting-edge theoretical perspectives
in political economy to conceptualise health and healthcare – from neoclassical and be-
havioural economics, to Marxist and feminist approaches. The next two sections extend
these insights to evaluate the neoliberalisation of health and healthcare over the past
forty years, highlighting their individualisation and commodification by the capitalist

214https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/2114-the-young-max-weber-and-german-social-

democracy
215https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/23148/the-penguin-history-of-economics-by-roger-e-

backhouse/9781802063011
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state and powerful corporations. The fourth section examines the diverse manifestation
of these dynamics across a range of geographical contexts. The volume concludes with
a section devoted to outlining more progressive health and healthcare arrangements,
which transcend the limitations of both neoliberalism and capitalism. This volume will
be an indispensable reference work for students and scholars of political economy, health
policy and politics, health economics, health geography, the sociology of health, and
other health-related disciplines.

Please find a link to the book here216 .

The Spectre of Capital: Idea and Reality

Christopher J. Arthur — Haymarket Books, 2023

What is money? What is capital? Christopher J. Arthur brilliantly tackles these fun-
damental questions at a deep philosophical level in The Spectre of Capital. He argues
that the modern world is ruled by an unseen force, the spectre of capital. This insight
is rooted in a strikingly original combination of the ideas of Marx and Hegel. Arthur
here presents the most sophisticated argument to date for the ’homology thesis,’ spelling
out how the order of Hegel’s logical categories, and that of the social forms assessed by
Marx in Capital, share the same architectonic. The systematic-dialectical presentation
of this thesis shows how capital becomes a self-sustaining power.

Series: Part of the Historical Materialism217 series

Please find a link to the book here. 218

Urban Revolutions

By Stefan Kipfer — 2023, Haymarket Books

What do struggles over pipelines in Canada, housing estates in France, and shantytowns
in Martinique have in common? In Urban Revolutions, Stefan Kipfer shows how these
struggles force us to understand the (neo-)colonial aspects of capitalist urbanization in
a comparatively and historically nuanced fashion. In so doing, he demonstrates that
urban research can offer a rich, if uneven, terrain upon which to develop the relationship
between Marxist and anti-colonial intellectual traditions. After a detailed dialogue be-
tween Henri Lefebvre and Frantz Fanon, Kipfer engages creole literature in the French

216https://www.routledge.com/The-Routledge-Handbook-of-the-Political-Economy-of-Health-

and-Healthcare/Primrose-Loeppky-Chang/p/book/9780367861360
217https://www.haymarketbooks.org/series_collections/1-historical-materialism
218https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/2206-the-spectre-of-capital
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Antilles, Indigenous radicalism in North America and political anti-racism in mainland
France.

Please find a link to the book here219 .

Heterodox Graduate Programs, Scholarships and Grants

EPOG-JM: Economic POlicies for the Global bifurcation Inter-
national Joint Master Degree

Economic POlicies for the Global bifurcation (EPOG-JM)220 is an International Joint
Master Degree in economics. It offers a world-class integrated Master’s programme
on the (socio-technical, socioeconomic and socioecological) transition processes with a
pluralist approach and interdisciplinary perspectives.

The main objective of the programme is to give birth to a new generation of interna-
tional experts, able to define and assess economic policies and evolve within different
political, social and regional contexts. Towards this objective, the EPOG-JM Master’s
programme goes beyond the reach of standard economic theory to include various het-
erodox/institutionnalist political economy approaches

The full partners (degree awarding institutions) include a wide set of prestigous institu-
tions:

• University of technology of Compiègne (UTC),

• Sorbonne University,

• Université Paris Cité,

• University of Turin,

• Berlin School of Economics and Law,

• University of Rome 3,

• Vienna University of Economics and Business,

• University of the Witwatersrand (Wits).

219https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/2120-urban-revolutions
220https://4751f.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/SMK1E8tHeG7uhtDIeiBN82PYowYU/fx8LdC-PwDDD
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It also involves more than 30 (academic and non-academic) associated partners in Europe
and the world.

Scholarships

The very best students from all over the world will be eligible for scholarships. More
details here221 .

When to apply?

Note that two recommendation letters are needed to apply and have to be provided
by the deadline. The course for the new cohort will start in September 2024. More
information is available on the official website.222

Application Deadline: 22 January 2024 (13:00 Paris time)

Queen Mary University of London, UK

Job Title: Funded PhD scholarships

The Centre on Labour, Sustainability and Global Production ( CLaSP223 ) at Queen
Mary University of London invites applications for doctoral programmes in the School of
Business and Management starting in September 2024. In exceptional cases, a January
2025 start may also be possible.

PhD supervisors at CLaSP have interdisciplinary research expertise in a wide range of
areas including Business, Development Studies, International Political Economy, Critical
Management Studies, Economic Geography and Political Ecology, and regional expertise
in the Global South (particularly Latin America, sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia and
the Middle East), Europe and the UK.

We offer funded PhD scholarships for home and international students through the
ESRC’s LISS DTP, as well as several QMUL studentships. The Centre offers a collegial
environment for PhD research and supports its existing cohort of PhD students towards
academic and other professional development needs.

We particularly welcome students wishing to pursue research on the following (or related)
themes:

• Labour regimes, nature and global production/global value chains

221https://4751f.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/SMK1E8tHeGEmA22FpsKrDriInF8k/vzkkZMfm8tNO
222http://www.epog.eu
223https://www.qmul.ac.uk/busman/research/research-centres/clgp/
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• Divisions of labour, value capture, globalisation and management

• Political economy of ‘sustainable development’, extractivism, socio-ecological tran-
sitions in the Global South

• The sea, maritime industries, geopolitical economy/ecology

• Urban infrastructures, water politics

• Business politics and multinational corporations

• Global ecologies of work in ‘green frontier’ decarbonising industries

• Hidden forms of work, unpaid labour and environmental stewardship

• Platform economy and digital work/labour

• Social reproduction and gender

• Subaltern studies of race

• The transition to capitalism, environmental history andracialisation

• Local and global labour histories of East London

• The military, security and development

• Workplace conflict, class composition, political organisation, and capitalist restruc-
turing in post-war Europe

• Forms of pacification: democracy, depoliticization, and marketisation in late capi-
talism

• Financialization, particularly of labour, health, development and/or the green tran-
sition

• Philanthropy, philanthrocapitalism and sustainable finance

• Creative industries and cultural labour

• Social movements, activism and intersectionality

• Participatory research methods, action and art

• Computational methods in research on business & society

73



It is recommended that you contact a potential CLaSP supervisor224 directly, and rela-
tively soon as the deadlines for college funding are in late January. For more information
on applying, see here225 .

Application Deadline: 1 March 2024

Newsletters

URPE Newsletter Announcement: Call for Submissions

The URPE newsletter226 is restarting and will be published in March, 2024. Submissions
are welcome by members, activists, and related organizations. The due date for the
March issue is January 30, 2024.

URPE Mission Statement for Newsletter

The objective of the URPE newsletter is to provide a more accessible and informal venue
to discuss current issues in political economy, as well as matters relating to URPE. The
newsletter would be provided as a service to members, for information, updates on
political issues and actions, resources, and potential organizational efforts with partners.
The newsletter would be distributed to the member listserv on a regular basis. We would
invite contributions from individual members, students and faculty, as well as activists
from progressive organizations. The content would be edited for accuracy, civil discourse
and responsible sources, avoiding polemics. Particular topics of interest include state
and local struggles regarding voting rights, abortion, academic freedom, free speech vs.
censorship, public taxes and expenditures at all levels, the labor movement, as well as
national and international issues regarding race, class, gender, ethnicity, climate change,
military conflicts, and geopolitical transformations. We would prioritize diversity in
topics and contributors and would be open to alternative radical perspectives, while
encouraging respectful and informed debate.

The last newsletter issue227 was 2019.

The role of the newsletter co-editors is to receive and to curate contributions from
members regarding accuracy, civility, relevance to current issues and concerns of the
membership. The editors may also contribute content to the newsletter. Two members
of the steering committee will coordinate with the editors, and provide consultation as
needed.

224https://www.qmul.ac.uk/busman/research/research-centres/clgp/#tab855567
225https://www.qmul.ac.uk/postgraduate/research/subjects/business-and-management.html
226https://urpe.org/the-newsletter/
227https://urpe.org/newsletter/spring-2019-vol-49-3/

74

https://www.qmul.ac.uk/busman/research/research-centres/clgp/#tab855567
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/postgraduate/research/subjects/business-and-management.html
https://urpe.org/the-newsletter/
https://urpe.org/newsletter/spring-2019-vol-49-3/
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/busman/research/research-centres/clgp/#tab855567
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/postgraduate/research/subjects/business-and-management.html
https://urpe.org/the-newsletter/
https://urpe.org/newsletter/spring-2019-vol-49-3/


The newsletter renewal includes the following:

• Regular publication (quarterly or bi-annual) via the listserv and on the website.

• Edited entries would be provided by the membership and the editor, with clear
standards: such as concise writing, essays based on evidence, respectful tone, news-
worthy content and relevant news regarding URPE. Essays and analysis based on
reputable sources would be encouraged, as well as opinion pieces.

• Discussions of the newsletter on the listserve would be monitored for tone and
accuracy.

• Volunteer co-editors of high academic credentials and interest in broad coalitions
are part of this effort.

• Regular reports would be provided to the SC about commentary and participation.

How to apply

Please identify author with every submission, with a brief bio, and indicate type of
submission:

1. Essay with references

2. Op Ed

3. Letters to the co-editors

Typical length of essays is 2000 – 3000 words, in concise, civil language.

Submissions are to submitted to the official website228 to be curated by co-editors
Marianne Hill and Max Sawicky. The coordinators of the newsletter with the URPE
steering committee are Ann E. Davis and Smita Ramnarain.

Submission Deadline: 30 January 2024

Websites

228https://form.jotform.com/233166747511053
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AI Historian and the Turkish Political Economy Database, from
the 1800s to date

Turkish Political Economy Database, from the 1800s to date

By Altug Yalcintas (Ankara University), Ozgur Kizilyurt (Bakircay University), and
Kardelen Kaya Erman (independent researcher)

Project Description: https://osf.io/ay7u6/229

Data Visualizations and Tabulations: https://sites.google.com/view/trpolecon/about230

”Turkish Political Economy Database, from the 1800s to date” is a digital humanities
project that focuses on the works of political economy writers in Turkey from the 1800s
to the present day. The project relies on digital methods (online and offline) for record
keeping. The goal of the project is to understand how political economy writers inter-
preted events in their writings and to explore the evolution of their narratives in the past
200 years. We also aim to recover the networks among digital objects (such as scholars
and institutions) by organizing their metadata in small and large databases.

We are currently training ChatGPT with the information in our databases. You can
now ask questions to OpenAI’s artificial intelligence, AI Historian, about our work in
major languages.

Please note that starting a conversation requires a subscription to ChatGPT Plus. If you
don’t have one, no worries. Here is a conversation that we recently had with ChatGPT
as an example231 .

AI Historian is a fascinating tool! We hope you find it useful and fun, too.

Heterodox Economics in the Media

229https://osf.io/ay7u6/
230https://sites.google.com/view/trpolecon/about
231https://chat.openai.com/g/g-vlyY4pSY2-ai-historian
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When economists shut off your water: A story about a misguided
RCT

The following account is based on ethnographic research232 that Adrian Wilson, Irene
Nduta, and Somo Abdi conducted in Kayole Soweto, Nairobi, in 2022.

Access to water in Nairobi is horribly unequal. The World Bank, Nairobi Water Com-
pany, and development economists exploited this unjust context to treat poor Kenyans
like guinea pigs.

In August 2020, people all over the development world started233 talking234 about
water in Nairobi. There was a lot of anger, and some calls for sending people to the
guillotine. The reason: the publication of results from a development randomized con-
trolled trial235 (RCT), run by two American development economists, working together
with the World Bank. In order to compel property owners in Kayole-Soweto—a rela-
tively poor neighborhood in eastern Nairobi—to pay their water bills, this experiment
disconnected the water supply at randomly selected low-income rental properties.

There’s no doubt that water is a problem in Nairobi. As Elizabeth Wamuchiru tells
us236 , the water system in the city has a built-in spatial inequality inherited from the
British colonial era. Visitors to the city can readily see the differences between the cool,
leafy, green neighborhoods of Kilimani and Lavington—segregated white neighborhoods
under colonialism, now home to rich Kenyans, foreigners, and NGOs—and the gray and
dusty tin-roof neighborhoods of Mathare, Kibera, Mukuru, and Kayole, home to the
lower-income Kenyans excluded from Nairobi’s prosperity.

Today’s water system reflects this history of inequality. Nairobi’s water is harnessed from
a combination of surface and groundwater sources; however, the city’s groundwater is
naturally salty and very high in fluoride237 . Piped water systems, provided to upper-
and middle-income housing estates, do not exist in the vast bulk of the city’s poorer
neighborhoods, where people must instead buy water from vendors—often salty water
pumped from boreholes, or siphoned off from city pipes through rickety connections that
are frequently contaminated with sewage. In the richer neighborhoods, Nairobi Water
Company, a public utility, sells relatively clean piped surface water for a fraction of the
price paid by poorer Nairobians—a disparity that research has shown238 to often be
the case in other cities in the global South. As the Mathare Social Justice Centre puts

232https://africasacountry.com/2023/11/when-economists-shut-off-your-water
233https://twitter.com/joshbudlender/status/1292170843389386761?lang=en
234https://www.devex.com/news/a-new-research-experiment-in-kenya-raises-questions-about-

ethics-98039
235https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w27569/w27569.pdf
236https://oatd.org/oatd/record?record=oai%5C%3Atuprints.ulb.tu-darmstadt.de%5C%3A6957
237https://www.mdpi.com/2076-3417/13/1/368
238https://www.dw.com/en/worlds-poor-pay-more-for-water-than-the-rich-un/a-47970657
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it239 , in poorer neighborhoods such as Kayole-Soweto, “water provision costs more, is
less safe, and is less consistent than in other richer parts of the city.”

Nairobi’s waterscape has remained opaque to its planners and administrators as well
as its residents—both the elite that occupy the planned leafy suburbs of the city, and
the urban underclass that lives on the fringes in a perennial survival mode. And while
the city has witnessed major developments to improve access and quality of water,
some approaches have only ended up reinforcing the economic inequalities in Nairobi’s
waterscape. Such developments have often entailed technologies that are inappropriate
for the context, “cut and paste” approaches to solving global South problems, and, in
many cases, financing models that are covertly anti-poor.

The World Bank’s water project in Kayole-Soweto was a great example of these problems.
Between 2016 and 2018, the World Bank and Nairobi Water Company implemented a
project240 to build piped water and sewage connections in Kayole-Soweto among several
other lower-income neighborhoods in Nairobi.

The project design was driven by the kind of “neoliberalism lite” that characterizes
the Millenium Development Goals-era World Bank. The project’s water connections
would be paid for only in part by World Bank grants. The rest of the cost would be
borne by users, who would take out loans of $315 USD per connection, payable over
five years at an interest rate of 19%. Each property would get a single connection, with
a water tap and a flushing toilet. Under a program called Jisomee Mita241 (“read
your own meter”), water meters would be digital, and billing payment can be made
digitally via mobile phone. The project was framed as a “magic bullet” that not only
embraced the supposed advantages of digitized systems, but also provided a financial
model purportedly tailored to the needs of the poor of Kayole-Soweto.

As people in Kayole-Soweto told us, the project was plagued with problems right from
the onset (some of these problems are even described in the World Bank’s own 2019
project evaluation242 ). The water supply pipes were supposed to be buried several
meters under the streets, but instead were scarcely buried below the surface of Soweto’s
dirt roads, often allowing sewage to leak into the pipes. The sewage piping, which World
Bank officials told community members would be eight inches in diameter, was instead
four inches, thus resulting in constant blockages. No one was sure why implementation
wasn’t done to the standard promised, but corruption was widely suspected.

239https://www.matharesocialjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/MajiNiHaki_Report_

MSJCFinal_Web.pdf
240https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P131512
241https://www.redpepper.org.uk/nairobi-kenya-africa-water-technology-urban-planning-

informal-settlements-resistance/
242https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/

538801548820464282/implementation-completion-and-results-report-icr-document-

nairobi-sanitation-project-p131512
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And, people told us, when trying to pay back their water connection loans, they found
Nairobi Water Company’s billing and payment systems to be opaque at best and criminal
at worst. One man told us: “I went and paid, but after paying it. . . I followed up on
that payment, and. . . I was told that I haven’t paid this money. And I went back
[and] I paid for it again. And that’s how I lost [Ksh] 4,900” (about $42 USD). Receipts
are nonexistent; statements are nonexistent; people pay, and their money often simply
disappears.

And while continuing to largely meet demand in the wealthier neighborhoods, Nairobi
Water Company has resorted to what it calls “micro-rationing” in Kayole-Soweto. Wa-
ter is typically only piped in one day per week, for a few hours at a time. People
will hurry to fill jerrycans of water for the week during these few hours—and if they’re
at work when the water comes, then they’re out of luck. Often, Nairobi Water Com-
pany will pipe in salty borehole water instead of the clean water that residents were
promised they’d receive. And, for many customers, water has stopped flowing entirely,
for weeks, months, or even years at a time, with no explanation. But even in such cases,
Nairobi Water Company still insists that people make payments on their water connec-
tion loans—paying down their debt for a connection that provides them with no water.
“Unalipia hewa,” one man told us—“you pay for air.”

The RCT: adding insult to injury

In 2018, two American development economists, Paul Gertler243 and Sebastian
Galiani244 , started a randomized controlled trial (RCT) aimed at “improving revenue
collection efficiency” on the debt that property owners owed on these water connection
loans in Kayole-Soweto. Their argument: the problem with water supply in Kayole-
Soweto isn’t any of the problems that we described above. The problem is simply that
property owners aren’t paying their water bills, thus undermining Nairobi Water Com-
pany’s revenue and preventing them from supplying water. (Our finding was the exact
reverse: many people stopped making payments on their connection loans out of frus-
tration at water that flowed only a few hours one day per week, if at all.)

In order to test a punitive method for fixing this problem, these two economists turned
to an RCT. The RCT245 , a popular method in development economics for the last two
decades, is used to test a development intervention by (1) randomly dividing people into
“treatment” and “control” groups; (2) giving some “treatment” to the first group, while
withholding it from the second; and (3) measuring the difference in outcomes. While
pioneers of the method were rewarded with the Nobel Prize in Economics246 in 2019,
critics are wary of the idea of development economists experimenting on the poor.

243https://haas.berkeley.edu/faculty/gertler-paul/
244https://www.popcenter.umd.edu/mprc-associates/sgaliani
245https://theconversation.com/how-randomised-trials-became-big-in-development-

economics-128398
246https://africasacountry.com/2019/10/the-poverty-of-poor-economics
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In this case, the economists, working with Nairobi Water Company and the World Bank,
identified customers who were behind on their water connection loan payments, divided
these randomly into treatment and control groups, and disconnected the water at treat-
ment properties, but not at control properties. They found that disconnecting people’s
water had a large positive impact on repayment rates (as one person put it during the
Twitter controversy: “ uh, duh?247 ”). This is rigorous proof, they argue, that water
disconnections can help improve a water utility’s revenue enforcement. The authors of
this experiment don’t mention the myriad problems with Nairobi Water Company or
with Nairobi’s water system more generally.

Now, let’s unpack this a bit. This experiment would have been ethically dubious in a
context in which water service was working perfectly. This experiment is that much more
ethically bankrupt in a context in which the water system is as woefully dysfunctional
as it is in Kayole-Soweto. Just to give one example of the ethical acrobatics in the
economists’ publication describing this project248 : research guidelines in the US, where
both of these development economists hold professorships, dictate that research subjects
are supposed to consent to participation in any research, let alone an experiment. The
authors tell us that tenants whose water was disconnected had in effect pre-consented to
disconnection by the fact of having signed a contract to get the water connection loan
in which it is written that your water will be disconnected if you fail to pay. This very
“thin” understanding of consent ignores the question of obtaining consent to participate
in the experiment—and it also doesn’t apply to the tenants living at these properties,
who never signed any such contract, and who also lost their water.

We told several property owners whose water was shut off during the experiment that
the economists who ran this experiment said in their publication that the experiment
didn’t cause any harm to these research subjects. (It’s important to note that most of
these property owners aren’t rich—most of the property owners we talked to live in a
slightly nicer unit alongside their tenants.) Matthew, a property owner we interviewed,
told us how, when his property’s water was disconnected, several people living at his
property—a disabled woman, as well his own 95-year-old grandmother—were forced into
the indignity of defecating in basins, which his wife would dump in the Ngong River.
Another property owner, Kelvin, told us simply, “We don’t have water and water is life.
So, how can you say it doesn’t harm anyone, how, how?”

What can we learn from this?

Water in Nairobi is horribly unequal. Into this unjust context came, first, the World
Bank, with a neoliberal project plan emphasizing “cost-sharing,” and with a naive and
misplaced trust in the ability of Nairobi Water Company to carry out this project fairly;
and, second, two development economists, who were willing to treat poor Sowetans
like guinea pigs, and who simply took Nairobi Water Company at their word when

247https://twitter.com/joshbudlender/status/1292170852457480193
248https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w27569/w27569.pdf
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the company said that the only problem with water in Kayole-Soweto was that people
weren’t paying their bills. Were these just scare tactics to squeeze residents into paying
for a service they deemed unreliable? Was this a question of the ugly side of a capitalist
market model that is insensitive to the plight of the poor and continues to disinherit
them of their right to the city?

The World Bank has, since 2000, stepped back from the stringent structural adjustment
plans that the Bank imposed on one African nation after another in the 1980s and 1990s.
They now tend to focus their energies on projects like this one, often implemented
together with African governments249 , and often focused on enhancing state capacity
to fill its citizens’ basic needs. But the neoliberal ideology, while toned down, is still
there: the Bank’s insistence that users pay a large share of the water connection cost,
via a private bank loan, is characteristic of this new and more subtle neoliberalism.

In relation to experimentation, and development RCTs, there’s something scary about
the degree of power that Western academics can exercise over poor people in places
like Kayole-Soweto. To be clear, we aren’t saying that this experiment is typical of
development RCTs. In our research, we found this water disconnection RCT to be a
very extreme example; most RCTs are conducted with fairly or even very good ethical
practices. What this experiment shows, though, is that if a foreign researcher wants to
carry out an unethical RCT in a place like Kenya, they can. Existing ethical safeguards
are obviously not working.

In finding a way forward for the World Bank’s water project in Kayole-Soweto, we must
defer to the demands of the Sowetans we met and interviewed. Repeatedly, they told us
that they were very willing to pay for water—if that water service worked, and worked
consistently. They told us that they wanted the World Bank to return to the community,
to hold meetings with community members, and, with their input, to rebuild the water
and sewage infrastructure in Kayole-Soweto to a proper standard. We believe that the
World Bank owes this to the people of Kayole-Soweto.

As for the economists and others running RCTs in Kenya, the existing system of ethical
safeguards clearly failed the people of Kayole-Soweto. We will set aside the argument250

that experiments conducted by global North researchers on poor people in the global
South should not happen at all. The fallout from this experiment has led to suggestions
for reforms251 to the research approval, funding, and publication processes, in order
to ensure that ethical principles are actually followed. Echoing these suggestions, we
would encourage actors in this research space to introduce mechanisms to ensure that
safeguards are not optional but rather mandatory. And we believe that there should be
an ethical mandate of genuine “equipoise” in development RCTs: researchers should be
genuinely uncertain whether the “treatment” or the “control” is better for the research

249https://www.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/country-strategies
250https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0305750X19304541
251https://www.pnas.org/doi/epdf/10.1073/pnas.2024570118
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subjects. (In the experiment in Kayole-Soweto, that was obviously not the case.)

Finally, the Nairobi County government is currently debating a bill252 that could priva-
tize Nairobi Water Company. We believe that privatization is not the solution for water
in Nairobi. In the Kenyan health care system, for example, we have consistently learned
that privatization does not serve the poor253 . Past examples of water privatization— in
Cochabamba, Bolivia, in the late 1990s254 and, closer to home, in Dar es Salaam in the
2000s255 —ended in complete failure. We strongly believe that reform and democratized
governance—not privatization—of Nairobi Water Company should be part of the way
forward. And in the context of the ongoing crisis over the escalating cost of living256 , we
believe strongly that a privatized water company will be that much less likely to ensure
that water is affordable (if not free) for even the poorest Nairobians. Water justice, as
enshrined in Kenya’s 2010 constitution, must be made a reality for poor people living
in precarious urban neighborhoods like Kayole-Soweto. We echo the words of Mathare
Social Justice Center: “maji ni uhai, maji ni haki”—water is life, water is a right257 .

Adrian Wilson is a PhD candidate in anthropology at the University of California at
Berkeley.

Faith Kasina is a community activist with the Kayole Community Justice Centre.

Irene Nduta is a community activist with the Kayole Community Justice Centre.

Jethron Ayumbah Akallah is a lecturer in the Department of History and Archaeology
at Maseno University.

252https://nairobinews.nation.africa/nairobi-county-seeks-to-reform-water-and-sewerage-

company/
253https://africasacountry.com/2020/09/the-privatization-of-healthcare-in-kenya
254https://www.democracynow.org/2010/4/19/the_cochabamba_water_wars_marcella_olivera
255https://www.ircwash.org/sites/default/files/Greenhill-2004-Turning.pdf
256https://africasacountry.com/2023/04/the-politics-of-maandamano
257https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tB5qBSdHSOc
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