Fellow Heterodox Economists,

I’ve been thinking for over a year now that we need a heterodox journal of economic education.  With the war in Iraq, the highly contentious election and now the re-election of George Bush, the useful function that such a journal can serve has greatly increased.

I.  The chain of logic for starting the Journal of Heterodox Economics Education      

     (JHEE) is as follows.

A.  Many people became politicized during the presidential campaign.  With the re-election of Bush these people are likely to stay politicized and more will likely join their ranks.


B.  As these activists reject the free market policies of George Bush, some will be looking for alternative economic theories that produce policy recommendations more in keeping with their own beliefs.  This may be one of those brief windows of opportunity when heterodox economics has a chance to educate a large number of people, put a dent in the dominance of orthodox theory, and have an effect on the world around us.* 


C.  Unfortunately, heterodox economists are not well positioned to take advantage of this opportunity, and this is particularly true for the Institutionalists and Post Keynesians.  

1.  There are no textbooks for undergraduates at any level or in any areas of specialization with the exception of Bowles and Edwards’ introductory text, which is partially written for political science courses and is very weak in macro.

2.  There are no short heterodox publications laying out the basic theory at an undergraduate level.**
In short, it is exceedingly difficult to teach introductory economics without using a textbook written by a neoclassical economist.  This is also true for most of the areas of specialization.


D.  This would not be a problem if a set of textbooks could be quickly written and published.  Probability of this occurring, in the next couple of years, is near zero.


E.  What is needed then is some vehicle that would give heterodox economists  the opportunity and incentive to write short pieces on some part of economic theory for undergraduates.  I believe a peer-reviewed journal dedicated to heterodox economic education would accomplish that goal.


F.  How could the JHEE solve the problem of the lack of heterodox economic theory and policy recommendations written for undergraduates?

1.  As I see it, the main section of the JHEE*** would have theoretical articles on various topics, written so that they could be read and understood by undergraduates.  Some would be for introductory courses, others for the intermediate level, while still others would be for particular areas of specialization.  Especially early on this section might be dedicated to a particular topic—the theory of business cycles or the theory of money, for example.  

2. Once enough articles exist one could put together a course using these articles and material from other sources, and throw out the neoclassical texts.

3.  In the long run, writing for the JHEE may encourage heterodox economists to write both textbooks and books for the general public.  Having a larger audience will give more incentive for authors to write and publishers to publish.  Assuming there is a surge in people exploring alternatives to free market economics, and assuming a sufficient number of these are attracted to heterodox economics rather than to the liberal variant of orthodox theory, then we will have that larger audience.  But first they need to know that the heterodox alternative exists. 

      G.  How could the existence of the JHEE provide incentive to heterodox economists to write theoretical and policy articles for undergraduates?

1.  Most, if not all, four-year institutions are now publish or perish.  The JHEE would provide another journal in which heterodox economists could publish.  More importantly, many of our members are in “teaching institutions.”  For those individuals, publishing in an educational journal could count towards tenure and promotion.  

2.  Currently there are no outlets for educational articles written from a heterodox position.  I’d be willing to bet that many of our members have ideas that could be quickly turned into papers if there only existed an outlet like the JHEE.

      H.  Wouldn’t this overlap with the JEI?  No.  JEI doesn’t publish educational    articles written for undergraduates.

      I.  Doesn’t Dollar’s & Sense already do this?  No.  

 1.  Dollar & Sense articles are generally a heterodox reaction to orthodox theory and/or current policies.  While useful, it doesn’t lay the foundation for building heterodox theory, and therefore by itself can’t be used to jettison orthodox textbooks. 

 2.  Dollar & Sense is not a peer-review journal.  For many, writing for Dollar & Sense could come at the expense of their careers. 

* Personally I don’t hold out much hope for orthodox economists changing their stripes because they may read a piece written by a heterodox economist.  I suspect that pressure from below (students) will do more to change their views than our papers.  They can ignore us, but they can’t ignore their students. 

** Galbraith and Heilbroner have written books for the general public, but most of those were written a long time ago, and some are no longer timely.  I suspect it would take a new surge in interest in heterodox economics before the public reconnects with these works.

*** The journal would also have other sections:  one for pedagogical techniques, or class exercises that are effective in conveying a particular concept; another for short articles that take on a small but important point (for example:  an extension of Marx’s theory of the reserve army of the unemployed to employed college graduates working in non-college level jobs); a third for short pieces explaining how a graph or diagram can be used to illuminate a point.
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