CALL FOR PAPERS
 

2009 Association for Social Economics Annual Meeting

San Francisco, January 2-5, 2009 (Friday Evening, Saturday, Sunday & Monday)
Markets, Rights, Capabilities, and Economic Justice

Please submit a copy of the paper title and abstract (up to 250 words) to Morris Altman, President-Elect of the ASE: Morris.altman@usask.ca no later than April 30, 2008.

For information of the ASE, please refer to: http://www.socialeconomics.org/
Papers from different perspectives and addressing varieties of issues are welcome, but the focus of next year’s conferences will relate to:

Markets, Rights, Capabilities, and Economic Justice
          To what extent can markets and capitalism contribute towards economic justice broadly defined?

          Under what conditions can markets and capitalism best contribute towards the realization of economic justice?

          Are there reasonable counterfactual organizational forms alternative to markets that might better serve the cause of economic justice while allowing for the realization of individual’s wants and desires?

We can put forth the following hypotheses to be discussed and debated:

Capitalism is multi-faceted and complex and can be constructed and re-constructed at the micro and macro levels to serve the cause of economic justice. Placing individual flourishing at the centre of such projects is not only compatible with capitalism but dialectically spurs the dynamism of the system.

Economic theory, based on reasonable and realistic behavioral and institutional assumptions, can provide critical analytical guideposts for the social justice implications of economic policy and the economic implications for social justice. Conventional theories and their radical counterparts often render misleading narratives on compatibility of ethics, human rights, and markets.

Three critical informative quotes:

Adam Smith:

Is this improvement in the circumstances of the lower ranks of the people to be regarded as an advantage or as inconveniency to the society? The answer seems at first sight abundantly plain. Servants, labourers and workmen of different kinds, make up the far greater part of every great political society. But what improves the circumstances of the greater part can never be regarded as an inconveniency to the whole. No society can surely be flourishing and happy, of which the far greater part of the members are poor and miserable. It is but equity, besides, that they who feed, cloath and lodge the whole body of the people, should have such a share of the produce of their own labour as to be themselves tolerably well fed, cloathed and lodged.
Jean-François Draperi:

Social Economy places the human being as opposed to capital at the centre of the economy as an end in itself…Doubting the effectiveness of big leaps, the social economy takes small steps. This is not meant negatively; rather it suggests that the goal is also the way, taken step by step.

John Ryan

Nevertheless, a valid argument for the living wage can be set up on grounds of social welfare. A careful and comprehensive examination of the evil consequences to society and the State from the underpayment of any group of laborers, would show that a universal living wage is the only sound social policy. Among competent social students, this proposition has become a commonplace. It will not he denied by any intelligent person who considers seriously the influence of low wages in diminishing the efficiency, physical, mental, and moral, of the workers; in increasing the volume of crime, and the social cost of meeting it; in the immense social outlay for the relief of unnecessary poverty, sickness, and other forms of distress; and in the formation of a large and discontented proletariat.'

Papers presented at the ASSA meeting would be considered for a special issue at the Forum for Social Economics. The text of the paper cannot exceed 3,000 words and two pages of references and two pages of tables or figures would be allowed. The deadline for submission for the special issue is January 31, 2009.  Submission details will be provided to authors whose proposals are accepted for the conference. Submission criteria will be strictly enforced by the editor, John Marangos, Department of Economics,

Colorado State University.

