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This workshop builds on the proceedings of the previous workshops, which have all eschewed a sui generic conception of 'Europe' and the European Union in favour of a perspective that views Europe and the EU against the broader context of transnational developments of the capitalist world-economy. As Eric Wolf argued in Europe and the People without History (California UP, 1982) this is the logical and empirical implication of political economy research, which is concerned with the co-constitution of production and power broadly conceived. Such research, Wolf argued, constituted a profound challenge to 'the habit of treating named entities such as the Iroquois, Greece, Persia or the United States ..[and we might add, the EU and 'its' states]…as fixed entities opposed to one another by stable internal architecture and external boundaries..' (p. 7).

This workshop aims to face the full implications of Wolf's conclusionsp. Hence, we invite papers that address at least one of the following interrelated themes: 

· World economic order dynamics (such as neo-liberal governance concepts and finance-led capital accumulation) that impact on the enlarged EU, its varieties of capitalism and state-civil society complexes in transition. 

· The political-economy implications of EU's external policies (such as the European Neighbourhood Policy) as formulated in the context of post-Washington consensus development policy, 'post-9/11' security policy, the alleged 'Asian challenge' by China and India, and the 'residual weight' Europe's post-colonial history. 

· Critical interventions on the question of 'Euro-centrism' in political economy that might a) help us highlight the manner in which 'the subaltern' form part of the constitution of European political economy and society, 'Europe's' position in the world and attendant contradictions and b) help us 'provincialise Europe' and 'put European political economy(ies) and society(ies) in their place' in the world economic order, and then not only in relation to the United States.

In the post-disciplinary spirit of the CPE-RN, the invitation is extended to all with an interest in political economy research, whatever their professional disciplinary affiliation. The workshop aims to attract a diverse range of junior and senior researchers.

The list of invited and confirmed speakers include Bastiaan van Apeldoorn, Brigitte Young and Dorothee Bohle.

Abstract Submission

Please submit your abstract (max 250 words) by email to Professor Magnus Ryner (mryner@brookes.ac.uk), under the subject-heading 'ESA workshop' by May 2, 2008.

Workshop Fee and Financial Support

There will be no workshop fee. A limited amount of financial support towards workshop expenses is available to successful applicants on a means-tested basis. If you would like to be considered for such support, please indicate this together with the submission of the abstract. 

