The Academic Working Group on 
Macroeconomic Dynamics, Price Theory and Structural Change, 
The Division of Social Science and Humanities, Xochimilco Campus 
and

The General Rector of the Metropolitan Autonomous University 

Issue this call for papers for an International Symposium on
STRUCTURAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT POLICIES:
EVALUATION AND NEW AVENUES FOR THE CONSTRUCTION 

OF SUSTAINABLE AND VIABLE ALTERNATIVES
Dates: May 19-22, 2008

To be held in the  

Central Rectory of the UAM

Purpose:
The Seminar is being convened to evaluate structural change and development policies in the context of present-day Mexico. It is necessary to identify the new conditions and priorities that are essential if we are to give new direction to the policies that must be developed.
This call for papers to be presented to a broad audience is designed to offer an opportunity to discuss the results of the structural policies implanted during the past 25 years as well as a revision of theoretical and empirical approaches that now constrain our understanding of the problem.
The seminar should offer to this broad sector of society a new policy agenda that not only addresses the problems of structural change but also facilitates an effective challenge to the constraints that presently impede processes of social and economic development.  We are attempting to advance the discussion about the process of integrated socio-economic development. 
The principal themes for discussion are:
· An evaluation of the changes that led to the present situation

· A detailed analysis of the way in which changes in the global economy are generating a new context for understanding present day problems

· An analysis of the new conditions that are limiting the possibilities for a new approach to development 

The seminar proposes to emphasize the development of relevant theories and empirical analyses.
Tentative program.

The seminar will be organized to devote one day to each of the following themes:
a) An evaluation of experience with structural change policies implemented during the past 25 years.  This includes an analysis of various important recent experiences of structural change, highlighting the limits of the policies that are currently fashionable.  Critical case studies of diverse experiences include: Mexico, China, South Korea, Brazil, Cuba, Argentina, Venezuela, Bolivia, Ecuador.
b) Theory: Growth, Development and Structural Change. There are three mutually exclusive theoretical approaches that seek to construct their own interpretations of these problems. The current discussion is ill-conceived, contributing to the reigning confusion. The theoretical challenges are great, since these approaches are not mutually exclusive.
c) New conditions have generated a process of globalization that has transformed the environment. Globalization and long-term structural transformations. Analysis of the new conditions that these developments have imposed on the new paths towards globalization. The quality of economic environmental development. The urgency to consider holistic approaches to integrated development.

d) Towards a new policy agenda for development and structural change. A discussion of the underlying principles of a new agenda for development and structural change. An analysis of present limits on small, open economies, and of industrializing countries in the present context of globalization. Participation of all of the invited speakers.  Roundtable discussions on the basis of the themes covered in the previous sessions, will include the diversity of approaches and topics covered.
Throughout the discussion of the four broad problems that we have identified, we will draw attention to a series of very important themes:
· Labor processes, “outsourcing”, “maquila”, and their impact on growth and income distribution, global proletarianization, migration and the restructuring of the labor force;
· Changes in the context and forms of operation of macroeconomic, monetary and financial variables;
· New models of productive integration and the shaping of macroeconomic policies;
· Science, technology and new models of industrial policy;

· New models of social responses: New rurality, labor organizing;
· Integrated developement. 
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