Society of Government Economists 
Call for Papers and Sessions 

For the Allied Social Science Associations / 
American Economic Association Annual Meetings
in Atlanta, Georgia, January 3-5, 2010

The Society of Government Economists will be organizing several sessions at the Allied Social Science Associations / American Economic Association (ASSA/AEA) annual meetings in Atlanta, Georgia on January 3-5, 2010.  The Society’s motivation for organizing these sessions is to promote economic thought that will be beneficial to government economists.  Specifically, these sessions will be designed to inform and educate economists, and to provide valuable contributions to existing knowledge and understanding of economic ideas, or potential improvements in how economics is practiced.  Such sessions should better enable economists to observe and understand the nature and causes of economic factors and events, which will, in turn, improve their ability to contribute to public decision making. 
For this purpose, the Society of Government Economists is now soliciting proposals for paper presentations and organized sessions (typically involving 3-4 papers).  These calls for papers and organized sessions will be open to all individuals who share the objectives mentioned above.  In the case of proposed, individual papers, the Society will organize selected papers into sessions and invite other individuals to serve as discussants in those sessions.

We greatly encourage proposals for papers and sessions, which will be evaluated under the following rules and conditions:
(1) Papers and sessions will be peer reviewed (in a double-blind process) on the basis of scientific merit, importance of the topic, insightfulness, uniqueness, and level of effort.
(2) Proposals will be evaluated and selected without regard for whether the applicants are government economists or members of the Society of Government Economists.  (Note this reflects a change from our previous selection criteria.)  Similarly, the topics of the papers need not specifically address governmental policies or actions.
(3) There is no submission fee for proposing a paper or session.

(4) Proposals for individual papers are encouraged in addition to proposals for organized sessions—the Society is prepared to organize individual papers into sessions.
(5) The deadline for submitting the proposed paper or session is May 22, 2009.
How to Apply:
For a paper proposal, please send the following items:

1. Contact information: Name, Title, Affiliation, Address, Email Address, Phone Number for all of the authors.
2. An abstract of not more than 500 words that describes the paper.  Because the application process will involve a double-blind review, applicants are asked to exclude from the abstract any information that reveals their identity.
2. A supplementary statement of not more than 300 words that argues for why the paper is valuable in terms of scientific merit and importance for economic analysis or decision making.
3. Optional:  The names and contact information of two peer reviewers who could serve as objective, qualified experts on the merits of the proposal.  (Those providing this information are encouraged to submit their proposal as early as possible.)  
4. Optional:  References to no more than two published articles on topics related to the paper, which contain names of individuals in the reference section who could serve as peer reviewers. (Those providing this are also encouraged to submit their proposal early.)
5. Optional:  If any of the authors is interested in serving as a discussant of another paper in a session, please let us know, and include the possible topic areas.  (This will have no bearing on our assessment of the paper proposal.)

Do not send any other materials with your proposal, such as preliminary drafts of a paper.  In fairness to applicants who did not send such materials, additional materials will not be considered.
For a session proposal, please send the following:

1. Contact information of the session organizer(s) and session chair.

2. For each paper, all of the items that would be expected for a proposal of an individual paper, as listed above.  As also mentioned above, do not send any extraneous materials.
3. Contact information on the discussants of the proposed papers.

Email all proposals to:
Mark Ledbetter, Application Coordinator for the Selection Committee

Society of Government Economists

mark.ledbetter@bea.gov
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