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Call for Participants
Assessing Heterodox Economics in a European Context

A Workshop

Assessing Economic Research in a European Context: The Future of Heterodox Economics

and Its Research in a Non-Pluralist Mainstream Environment
26 – 27 June 2009
University of Bremen, Germany, iino-Institute for Institutional and Innovation

Economics
Because assessing the quality of research, ranking journals and departments, and benchmarking subject matter of disciplines are essential components of national and European Commission policy guidelines for allocating research funds, they dominate higher education in Europe. For the case of economics, neoclassical economists have used the assessment processes to dismiss heterodox economists and classify their research as ›weak‹ economics. As a result, they have manipulated the policy guidelines to deny heterodox economists access to research funds. As long as national and European Commission policy guidelines are used to allocate research funds to further develop research capabilities of economists and their departments, it is incumbent upon heterodox economists to propose alternative research assessment methodologies, alternative approaches for evaluating the scholarly contributions of journals and departments, and broader and less discriminatory criteria for evaluating funding proposals. However, with the exception of the special issue of On the Horizon: Publishing, Refereeing, Ranking, and the Future of Heterodox Economics (2008), heterodox economists have not been sensitive enough towards these issues – with the result that, with some exceptions, their views have not been heard by national funding councils or by the European Commission. This Workshop is a first step to rectifying this situation. 

Workshop Themes:

– The impact of assessment and ranking methodologies on recruitment of heterodox economists,

on the status of heterodox departments, and on the funding of heterodox economics

departments and research projects in European countries and by the European Commission.

– The development of alternative methodologies for measuring and identifying quality scholarship and assessing the contribution of journals and departments to the development of heterodox economics; and empirically applying the methodologies.

– The attitude and position of national and European-wide economics associations towards alternative methodologies for measuring scholarship quality, towards broadening the subject

benchmarking of economics, and towards heterodox economics.

– The attitude and position of national funding bodies for economic research and teaching towards alternative methodologies for measuring quality scholarship, towards broadening the subject benchmarking of economics, and towards heterodox economics.
– The attitude and position of the European Commission towards alternative methodologies for

measuring quality scholarship, towards broadening the subject benchmarking of economics, and towards heterodox economics.
Workshop Possible Outcomes:

– Draft provisional guidelines for assessing research quality, for ranking heterodox journals and

departments, and for subject benchmarking of economics.

– Identify strategies to have the guidelines influence national and European Commission policies and attitudes to make them more open to heterodox economics.

– Disseminate the provisional guidelines and strategies among European heterodox economists

(and the larger community of heterodox economists) for discussion and comments.

– Publishing workshop papers as a book with Routledge and as journal articles.

– Presentation of Workshop papers and outcomes at the annual conferences of Research Network

Macroeconomics and Macroeconomic Policies, European Association for Evolutionary

Political Economy, Association for Heterodox Economics, and Union for Radical Political Economics at the ASSA meetings.
Workshop language is English.

Program
Friday, 26 June 

10.00 – 11.00

Arrival and registration—Atlantic Hotel Universum (which is on the 

campus of the University of Bremen)
11.00 – 11.30

Welcome and Introduction

Wolfram Elsner (University of Bremen), Torsten Niechoj (Hans Boeckler Foundation), Fred Lee (University of Missouri-Kansas City)
11.30 – 13.30

Ranking Economics Departments in a Contested Discipline:  A 
Bibliometric Approach to Quality Equality Among Theoretically Distinct Sub-Disciplines by Frederic S. Lee, University of Missouri-Kansas City, leefs@umkc.edu 
The Diffusion of Heterodox Economics by Bruce Cronin, University of 

Greenwich, c.b.cronin@greenwich.ac.uk 
13.30 – 14.30

Lunch

14.30 – 16.30

 Heterodox Economics as Viewed by Sociology:  Why Institutionalist 

approaches matter and converge by Dieter Boegenhold, Free University of Bolzano, dboegenhold@hotmail.com, dboegenhold@unibz.it
Institutionalism in Polish Science after 1989:  Diagnosis and 

Recommendations by Agnieszka Ziomek, Poznan University of Economics, agnz@echostar.pl 
16.30 – 17.00

Break

17.00 – 19.00

Heterodox Economics and the Role of the Scientist in the Society by Marco 
Novarese, University Amedeo Avogadro, marco@novarese.org and Andrea Pozzali University of Milano Bicocca
Some Reflections on How to Judge a Good theory and a Good Professor by Bernard Vallageas, Université Paris-Sud, bernard.vallageas@u-psud.fr. 
20.00


Dinner

Saturday, 27 June

9.00 – 11.00

Benchmarking for Pluralism: how to train economists who will get it right 
next time by Alan Freeman, Association for Heterodox Economics and University of Manitoba, afreeman@iwgvt.org 
The Financial Crisis and Research Published in Top Journals and in Heterodox Journals by Engelbert Stockhammer, Vienna University of Economics and Business, engelbert.stockhammer@wu-wien.ac.at and Paul Ramskogler, Vienna University of Economics and Business 
11.00 – 11.30

Coffee Break
11.30 – 13.30

Citation Metrics and Strategic Options for Heterodox Economists by 

Jakob Kapeller, University of Linz, jakob.kapeller@jku.at 

The Relative Contribution of Heterodox Economic Journals to Building Heterodox Economics and to Pluralism in Economics by Frederic S. Lee, University of Missouri-Kansas City, leefs@umkc.edu  
13.30 – 15.00

Lunch
15.00 – 17.00

On the Evaluation of Economic Research:  The Case of Italy by Marcella 
Corsi (Marcella.corsi@uniroma1.it), Carlo D’Ippoliti (carlo.dippoliti@uniroma1.it), and Federico Lucidi (Federico.lucidi@uniroma1.it), Universita degli Studi di Roma “La Sapienza” 

Research Evaluation Down Under: Reflections of an Outsider on the Inside in Australia by Harry Bloch, Curtin University of Technology, Harry.Bloch@cbs.curtin.edu.au; h.bloch@curtin.edu.au
17.00 – 17.30

Coffee Break

17.30 – 19.00

Discussion, Guidelines, and Outcomes
20.00


Dinner

Accommodation
Atlantic Hotel Universum, Wiener Strasse 4, 28359 Bremen, Germany, http://www.atlantic-hotels.de/universum/hotel-english/. Make your own reservations.  The cost is 99 Euros per night.  Twenty hotel rooms are being held for the Workshop, but you need to book them by 9th June, 2009.
Meals and Breaks
The Workshop will provide the lunches and coffee break drinks and snacks.
The Workshop will provide dinner Friday night at a local Bremen restaurant.

Registration

There is no Workshop fee.  If you are interested in attending the Workshop please send an e-mail to iino@uni-bremen.de by June 12, 2009.  When you register for the Workshop, you need to say whether you plan on attending the dinner on Friday night.  The Workshop is limited to 30 participants. 
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